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bundle USAA home and auto insurance: 
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‘Multiple product savings do not apply in all states or to all situations. Savings subject to change. Restrictions apply. 


WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO REFUSE TO QUOTE ANY INDIVIDUAL A PREMIUM RATE FOR THE INSURANCE ADVERTISED HEREIN. Use of the term “member” or “membership” refers to membership in 
USAA Membership Services and does not convey any legal or ownership rights in USAA. Restrictions apply and are subject to change. Property and casualty insurance provided by United Services 
Automobile Association, USAA Casualty Insurance Company, USAA General Indemnity Company, and Garrison Property and Casualty Insurance Company, San Antonio, TX, and USAA Ltd. (Europe), and 
is available only to persons eligible for P&C group membership. Each company has sole financial responsibility for its own products. The American Legion receives financial support for their sponsorship. 
© 2017 USAA. 235708-0817 
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‘Silent Hero’ 


VET VOICE 


NON NMOL Cele 





| wish to thank you for your November issue. | am a Vietnam-era veteran, 
though | am one of the few who did not serve there. Thanks for supporting 
those who did serve there in those difficult times and conditions. The articles 
were very moving, but one in particular deserves appreciation and comment: 
the terrific article by Henry Howard on an amazing officer. Korean War pilot 
Royce Williams, unrecognized for so long, is an example of service to all 
Americans. | salute you for drawing out his remarkable service to the rest of us. 


When I read the article about 
Royce Williams, I was reminded 
of the insane rules in place for 
fighting the Korean War. During 
1950 and 1951 I was an air 
intelligence officer for Air Group 
3 aboard USS Leyte, a sister ship 
to USS Oriskany. 

The primary rule was that our 
planes could not cross the Yalu 
River, the border between North 
Korea and China. So if you were 
chasing a Chinese MiG, you had 
to break off at the Yalu and let 
him go safely home to his air 
base. To bomb the Yalu bridges 
pilots had to fly along the river 
on the Korean side. All the 
Chinese anti-aircraft artillery 
was arranged on the north side 
of the river, so we provided a 
suicidal shooting gallery. 

While examining some 
air-recon photos, I noticed one 
that showed one of our AD-3 
Skyraiders heading toward 
China firing rockets at the AA 


JANUARY 2018 


— Bruce D. Pingree, Dallas 


batteries. The pilot told us his 
friend had been shot down and 
that he didn’t care what the 
idiots in Washington would do 
about it. We told him not to do 
it again and congratulated him 
for damage he had done to the 
bridge. I agreed with him about 
the inhumane rules laid down 
by our government and quietly 
tore up the photo. This was 
repeated again and again. 

When we questioned this rule 
we were told that the United 
States did not want a war with 
China. They were obviously 
unaware as to who we were 
fighting. The generals’ rush to 
get to the Yalu, plus the fact 
that they ignored solid evidence 
of massive troop movements 
from China, resulted in the 
worst retreat in Army history. 
This is why it is called “the 
forgotten war.” The top generals 
just wanted to forget it. 

— Byron A. Nilsson, Liverpool, N.Y. 
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VET VOICE 


I read with admiration of the 
incredible dogfight and heroics 
of Royce Williams. What raised 
my blood pressure was the 
justification for keeping his 
accomplishment a secret, 
namely, “A wrong move could 
very well have propelled the 
United States and the Soviet 
Union into World War III.” What 
a lot of hogwash! 

Little recognized by history is 
that there were two Korean 
Wars. The first, run by the 
military, destroyed the North 
Korean army within six months. 
The second, run by politicians, 
went on for two and a half years 
and ended in a stalemate. 

In late 1950, after the defeat of 
the North Korean army, our 
aircraft were not allowed to fly 
reconnaissance over the borders 
as the Chinese amassed their 
troops. When they made their 
move to enter the fight, Gen. 
Douglas MacArthur was not 
allowed to bomb the five bridges 
connecting Manchuria to Korea. 
This allowed easy access for 
250,000 Chinese soldiers to 
attack our unprepared troops. 
Our bombers could have stopped 
them cold. 

A telling statement was made 
years later by Chinese Gen. Lin 
Piao, who was in charge of the 
4th Chinese Field Army that 
invaded Korea. He wrote, 

“T would never have made an 
attack risking my men and 
military reputation had I not 
been assured that Washington 
would restrain MacArthur from 
taking retaliatory measures 
against my lines of supply and 
communications.” 

— David J. Valley, San Diego 


‘Pick a Lane’ 

Were VA to come into the 
modern world and utilize 
something called case law, the 
appeals backlog would slow and 
possibly disappear (November). 
I am in contact with others with 
whom I have served. One of us 
is at 100 percent. One has 
recently achieved 100 percent 
after years of effort. I recently 
went to 40 percent, up from 30, 
after being turned down in 
1972; my medical problems have 
only intensified since then. One 
is still fighting for a rating. All 
of us were in the same unit at 
almost the same time and have 
some of the same medical issues. 

Adding layers of bureaucracy 
will not help veterans. 

— Daniel Lindsley, Brunswick, Maine 


Creating “appeal lanes” just 
shuffles where the backlog is 
located. Instead, let’s not send so 
many appeals; go through an 
accredited service officer who 
can help you prepare a well- 
erounded claim in the first place 
at no charge (and explain what 
part you're missing if you don’t 
like the decision). Per federal 
law, VA disability claims require 
three things: an illness/injury/ 
hazardous exposure in service, a 
current diagnosis, and a medical 
specialist’s opinion that the first 
two are related. 

Filing a reconsideration within 
a year of the last decision or a 
missing piece of evidence with a 
decision review officer are 
options utilized too infrequently. 
We should educate ourselves 
about the process instead of 
creating more bluster. 

— Mike Busovicki, Canonsburg, Pa. 


Membership promotion 
terminated 


The membership recruitment 
promotion published on Page 12 of 
the December 2017 American Legion 
Magazine has been terminated. 
While certificates of appreciation for 
those who recruit new members are 
available, no cash drawing will occur 
due to variations in law. We 
apologize for any inconvenience or 
confusion this may have caused. For 
more information, contact the 
Legion’s Membership & Post 
Activities Division at membership@ 
legion.org. 





Dog experiments and VA 

This article (Veterans Update, 
November) took me back a few 
years. I had an opportunity to 
visit the animal pens at a 
medical school hospital while 
making a field service call. Now 
understand, I grew up on a farm 
and was used to seeing (and 
hearing) animals in temporary 
pain, but I was not prepared for 
this experience. The dogs did not 
beg, tails wagging, to be petted; 
they cowered, trembling and 
whining in fear, at the backs of 
their cages. 

Having veteran friends and 
acquaintances with PTSD, and 
knowing how they have 
suffered, I can’t bring myself to 
advocate a total ban if indeed 
these experiments cannot be 
performed any other way. At the 
same time, I would feel some 
relief if the ban was approved. 

— Wade Naney, Lago Vista, Texas 


Editor’s note: In Vet Voice 
(November), Lowell P. Little Jr. 
should have been identified as a 
retired Air Force Reserve colonel. 





THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE WELCOMES YOUR OPINIONS 
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The American Legion Magazine, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206 
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COMMANDER'S MESSAGE 


Llogether, let's stop veteran suicide 


Following his deployment during Operation Iraqi Freedom, Army Set. 
Daniel Somers was diagnosed with traumatic brain injury, PTSD and 
other war-related disabilities. 

“My body has become nothing but a cage, a source of pain and 
constant problems,” the 30-year-old wrote to his family in 2013. “The 
illness that I have has caused me pain that not even the strongest 
medicines could dull, and there is no cure. All day, every day a 
screaming agony in every nerve ending in my body. It is nothing short 
of torture. My mind is a wasteland, filled with visions of incredible 
horror, unceasing depression and crippling anxiety, even with all the 
medications the doctors dare give .... Now, to sleep forever seems to be 
the most merciful thing.” 

After writing this heartbreaking note, Somers took his life. Sadly, 
thousands of other veterans feel the same way - that suicide is their 
only choice, too. Losing even one of them is one too many. 

An estimated 20 veterans a day die by suicide. They are not statistics. 
They are somebody’s son, daughter, father, mother, sister or brother. 
They are husbands, wives, boyfriends and girlfriends. They are our 
fellow Legionnaires. They are family. 

According to VA, veterans comprised 8.5 percent of the U.S. adult 
population in 2014 but represented 18 percent of all deaths by suicide. 
Approximately 65 percent of those deaths were veterans 50 or older. 
The study also found that the risk for suicide among female veterans 
was 2.5 times higher than among non-veteran adult women. 

Homelessness, opioid addiction and poor access to health care are 
factors in many cases. But even as we struggle to pin down the whys, 
the fact is that more veterans die every year from their own hands than 
all of the U.S. military fatalities in Iraq and Afghanistan since 9/11. 

VA Secretary David J. Shulkin has indicated that he understands the 
scope of the problem. In a news release that revealed veteran suicide 
data for each state, he called VA’s findings “deeply concerning” and the 
reason he made suicide prevention his top clinical priority. “I am 
committed to reducing veteran suicides through support and education,” 
Shulkin said. “We know that of the 20 suicides a day we reported last 
year, 14 are not under VA care. This is a national public-health issue that 
requires a concerted, national approach.” 

It also requires a concerted effort by every member of the American 
Legion Family. Talk to each other. Embrace veterans in your community, 
even when - or especially when - they appear isolated or depressed. 
Listen to the concerns of their spouses, children and friends. Above all, 
let them know they are not alone - and don’t leave them alone. 

Veterans who are in crisis or have had thoughts of suicide should call 
the Veterans Crisis Line at 1-800-273-8255. Even if it’s out of concern for 
someone you know, I encourage you to call that number. You can also 
chat online at veteranscrisisline.net/chat or text to 838255. 

Suicide is a permanent nonsolution to a temporary problem. Life does 
get better, even if it doesn’t always seem possible. Let’s stop this 


epidemic now. 
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National Commander 
Denise H. Rohan 


MEMORANDA 


FOUR CHAPLAINS SUNDAY 

The first Sunday in February is Four 
Chaplains Sunday. American 
Legion posts are encouraged to 
conduct memorial events to mark 
the anniversary of the sinking of 
USAT Dorchester by a U-boat in the 
North Atlantic on Feb. 3, 1943. 
Among the 672 who died were 
four Army chaplains who gave 
their lifejackets to others. 


€} www.fourchaplains.org 


MY HERO, OUR STORY 

Sons of The American Legion 
members are encouraged to tell 
the stories of the fathers or 
grandfathers who inspired their 
continued service on Legiontown, 
under “My Hero, Our Story” in the 
“Share Your Story” section. 


& www.legiontown.org 


BASIC TRAINING 

The American Legion’s official 
training program for officers, 
members, Legion College 
applicants and those who simply 
want to expand their knowledge 
of the organization is now 
available online. The former 
American Legion Extension 
Institute has been rewritten, 
updated, streamlined and 
enhanced for a new multimedia 
experience. 


€ www.legion.org/alei 
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Customer Care Performance Study. 2017 V2 based on 2,817 total responses measuring the experiences of current wireless service customers who made a sales transaction with their current carrier 
within the past three months, surveyed January-July 2017. Your experiences may vary. Visit jdpower.com. ‘If you’re not completely satisfied within 30 days (data use is limited to 500Mb) of activation 
of your service, cancel and pay nothing. AARP member benefits are provided by third parties, not by AARP or its affiliates. Providers pay a royalty fee to AARP for the use of its intellectual property. 
These fees are used for the general purposes of AARP. Some provider offers are subject to change and may have restrictions. Please contact the provider directly for details. 








IT AM THE AMERICAN LEGION 


“We don’t want to be that next 
flavor of the month. We are 
The American Legion. We're 
focused on taking care of our 
country — all aspects of it.” 


Watch an interview of Josh Clement online: 


€2 www.legion.org/magazine 


See an archive of past interviews: 
€2 www.legion.org/iamlegion 
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JOSH CLEMENT 


Training is Josh Clement's thing — training soldiers, 
training Legionnaires. 

As executive officer of the 208th Regional Training 
Institute at Fort William Henry Harrison in Helena, 
Mont., he oversees courses that develop future combat 
medics and logistical specialists. Out of uniform, he 
gets other Legion leaders fired up about the 
organization’s purpose and programs — a passion the 
lraq veteran has had since Montana National Executive 
Committeeman Merv Gunderson mentored him. 

“It took someone else to pull me under and Say, 
‘Hey, here’s what these pillars mean,” he says. “Merv 
did that for me. He gave me enough of a foundation so 
| could become a self-starter and keep learning more.” 

For Clement, the Legion’s constancy is its biggest 
selling point. Decade after decade, he adds, it’s stayed 
focused on all the right things: veterans support, 
children and youth, a strong national defense, and 
instilling patriotism in the next generation. The Legion 
is also the U.S. flag’s greatest champion. 

“How many organizations have come and gone that 
changed their mission statements, that changed their 
purpose?” he says. “The American Legion doesn’t, and 
that’s what | love about it.” 

While serving on active duty, he’s been commander 
of three Montana posts — “small, medium and large,” 
he quips — and founded the department’s new Legion 
College program. He’s also a facilitator for National 
Legion College in Indianapolis. 

Married with four children, Clement challenges the 
idea that volunteering with the Legion is for retirees or 
those with an empty nest. “I want to do it now,” he 
says. “| don’t want to wait. | don’t want an organization 
to get what's left of me.” 

— Matt Grills 


BRANCH OF SERVICE Army (1995-present) 
RANK Major 


MILITARY JOBS Armor crewman, infantry, 
human resources 


AMERICAN LEGION POST Lewis & Clark Post 2, 


“Helena, Mont. 
YEARS IN THE LEGION 15 


LEGION ACTIVITIES 

=» Post commander (2015-2017) 

a District vice commander (2009, 2015-2016) 

a District commander (2017-2019) 

=» National Americanism Council (2015-2017) 

a 100th Anniversary Observance Committee 
member (2017-2019) 

a 21st Century Ad Hoc Committee vice chairman 
(2017-present) 

=» National Legion College graduate (2015) 
















“Are you kidding? 

What a great watch 
at a ridiculous price. 
Thank you Stauer!” 


— Gitto, Hicksville NY 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


You would be hard pressed to find a 
timepiece of this outstanding 
quality and precision 
at this price. 
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IT’S ENOUGH TO MAKEYOU 
BLUE IN THE FACE 


Time to take a stand against overpriced watches with the Stauer Urban Blue, now only $29. 


ou need a new watch...the one you are wearing was made 

when Nixon was in office, but extravagantly-priced watches 
that add zeros just because of a high falootin’ name are an insult 
to your logic. Why shell out big money so some foreign company 
can sponsor another yacht race? It’s time to put an end to such 
madness. It’s absolutely possible to have the highest quality, 
precision classic timepiece without the high and mighty price 


tag. Case in point: The Stauer Urban Blue. 


Packed with high-end watch performance and style, 
minus the high-end price tag. It’s everything a high-end 
watch should be: Sturdy stainless steel and genuine leather 
construction. Precision timing that’s accurate to four seconds a 
day—that’s more precise than a 27-jewel automatic watch priced 
at over $6,000. And, good looking— with simple, clean lines 


and a striking metallic blue face. 


“Blue watches are one of the growing style trends seen in the 
watch world in the past few years” —W/ atcH TIME” 


Your great escape from the over-priced watch craze. At 
Stauer, we go directly to the source (cutting out the middleman), 
and engineer our own watch designs. This means we can offer a 
top quality timepiece that happens to only cost the same as two 
well-made cocktails at your favorite bar. So, while we’re busy 


revolutionizing the watch industry to bring you more real value, 
you can take your own stand against overpriced watches with 


the Urban Blue. 


Your satisfaction is 100% guaranteed. Wear the Urban Blue for 
30 days. If you’re not convinced that you achieved excellence for 
less, send it back for a refund of the item price. The Urban Blue 

is one of our fastest sellers. It takes six months to engineer this 
watch so don’t wait. Take a stand against overpriced watches in 
impeccable style. Limited to the first 1900 responders to this 
ad only. Don’t miss out...call today! 


Stauer Urban Blue Watch 44991 
Offer Code Price $29 + S&P Save $17 


1-800-333-2045 


Your Insider Offer Code: UBW232-02 
You must use this insider offer code to get our special price. 


Staue 


t Special price only for customers using the offer code versus the price on Stauer. 
com without your offer code. 





14101 Southcross Drive W., 
@® Dept. UBW232-02 

Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 

www.stauer.com 





Precision movement ¢ Stainless steel caseback and crown ¢ Cotswold™ mineral crystal « Date window 
e Water resistant to 3 ATM ¢ Genuine leather band fits wrists 6 %4”’-8 74” 


Stauer... Afford the Extraordinary.” 





BIG ISSUES 


single-payer health-care system 


SUPPORT 





Sen. Bernie Sanders, I-Vt. 


@ Sanders is ranking member of the 
Senate Budget Committee. 





In 1865, President Lincoln promised the nation 
would “care for him who shall have borne the 
battle and for his widow, and his orphan.” One 
hundred years later, President Johnson built on 
this commitment by signing Medicare into law, 
euaranteeing health care to 
all Americans older than 65 
through a single-payer, 
federally funded system. 

In 2018, I believe we must 
make health care a right, not 
a privilege. The best way 
is to expand Medicare to 
include every man, woman 
and child, and that’s what I’ve done in the 
Medicare for All legislation I introduced with 16 
other senators. 

This legislation would not touch VA. As the 
former chairman of the Senate Committee on 
Veterans’ Affairs, I’ve seen firsthand the incredible 
work done at VA medical centers and community- 
based outpatient clinics across the country. What 
my legislation would do is improve and expand 
Medicare to all, including nearly 13 million 
veterans who do not receive care from VA. 

Under Medicare for All, Americans would be 
able to go to any doctor or hospital they want. 
Instead of writing large checks to private insurance 
companies, they would pay substantially less into 
a Medicare trust fund, saving middle-class families 
thousands of dollars a year. 

Moving to this single-payer system would save 
up to $500 billion a year on administrative costs. 
We could save an additional $113 billion a year by 
negotiating with pharmaceutical companies to 
lower the outrageous cost of prescription drugs. 
The reason we pay high prices is because Congress 
has done nothing to regulate the price of medicine. 

In the wealthiest country in the history of the 
world, health care should be a right. 





THE HEART OF THE ISSUE 


One proposal for replacing Obamacare 
is federal financing of essential health care 
for all residents, called a single-payer 
system. Another option would involve 
providing annual block grants to states 
to help individuals pay for health care. 


OPPOSE 
Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C. 


@ Graham is a member of the Senate 
Committee on Appropriations. 





Obamacare has been a disaster for South 
Carolina and the rest of the country. It’s the exact 
opposite of the innovation, flexibility and high- 
quality health care Americans desperately want. 

One of the biggest problems with Obamacare is 
that it remains a one-size- 
fits-all Washington solution 
to health care. It glosses over 
the fact that just like no two 
patients are the same, no 
two states’ health-care needs 
are the same. 

In fact, Obamacare was 
never designed to be 
patient-friendly. One of its key tenets takes power 
away from patients and localities and allows 
bureaucrats to call the shots. 

In September, I introduced legislation along 
with Sens. Bill Cassidy, R-La., Dean Heller, 
R-Nev., and Ron Johnson, R-Wis., to develop an 
approach that empowers those closest to the 
health-care needs of their communities to 
provide solutions. Our proposal takes the dollars 
currently spent on Obamacare and distributes 
them directly to the states so they can address 
patients’ unique needs. 

We’ve worked hand in hand with governors, as 
they understand their states’ medical needs and 
challenges. They recognize that when it comes to 
federal health-care dollars, Washington often 
ignores their valuable input. 

While Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson won’t be 
voted on right now, I’m confident that it will 
eventually pass. I hear overwhelming support for 
taking money and power out of Washington and 
giving it back to the states and patients. 

The fight continues to repeal and replace 
Obamacare with our proposal, which returns to 
states the power to design health care that works 


best for them. 





CONTACT YOUR ELECTED OFFICIALS 


The Honorable (name), U.S. Senate, Washington, DC 20510 » Phone: (202) 224-3121 
The Honorable (name), U.S. House of Representatives, Washington, DC 20515 « Phone: (202) 225-3121 
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“To you, it’s the perfect lift chair. To me, 
it’s the best sleep chair I've ever had.” 


— J. Fitzgerald, VA 





We've all had nights when we just can’t lie down in 
bed and sleep, whether it’s from heartburn, cardiac 
problems, hip or back aches — it could be a variety 
of reasons. Those are the nights we’d give anything 
for a comfortable chair to sleep in, one that reclines 
to exactly the right degree, raises feet and legs to 
precisely the desired level, supports the head and 
shoulders properly, operates easily even in the 
dead of night, and sends a hopeful sleeper right 

off to dreamland. 


Our Perfect Sleep Chair® is just the chair to do it 
all. It’s a chair, true — the finest of lift chairs — but this 
chair is so much more! It’s designed to provide total 
comfort and relaxation not found in other chairs. It 
can’t be beat for comfortable, long-term sitting, TV 
viewing, relaxed reclining and — yes! — peaceful sleep. 
Our chair’s recline technology 
allows you to pause the chair in 
an infinite number of positions, 
including the Trendelenburg 
position and the zero gravity 
position where your body 
experiences a minimum of 
internal and external stresses. 
You'll love the other benefits, 
too: It helps with correct spinal 
alignment, promotes back 
pressure relief, and encourages 
better posture to prevent 
back and muscle pain. 









And there’s more! The overstuffed, oversized biscuit 
style back and unique seat design will cradle you in 
comfort. Generously filled, wide armrests provide 
enhanced arm support when sitting or reclining. The 
high and low heat settings along with the multiple 
massage settings, can provide a soothing relaxation 
you might get at a spa — just imagine getting all that 
in a lift chair! It even has a battery backup in case of a 
power outage. Shipping charge includes white glove 
delivery. Professionals will deliver the chair to the 
exact spot in your home where you want it, unpack 
it, inspect it, test it, position it, and even carry the 
packaging away! Includes one year service warranty 
and your choice of fabrics and colors — Call now! 


The Perfect Sleep Chair® 
1-800-695-7710 


Please mention code 10/7946 when ordering. 


Long Lasting DuraLux Leather 
Tan Chocolate Burgundy 


Black Blue 


DuraLux II Microfiber 
Burgundy Cashmere Fern Chocolate 





Indigo 





46443 


© 2017 firstSTREET for Boomers and Beyond, Inc. 





LIVING WELL 


Avoiding dentist 


increases 


pneumonia risk 


A person’s oral health is linked 


to his or her overall health. 
Michelle Doll of Virginia 


Commonwealth University led a 


research study of more than 26,000 
people, which found that failure to 


see a dentist regularly “can nearly 


double the risk that even a healthy 


person will get pneumonia,” The 


Sydney Morning Herald reports. 
Those who miss regular dental 
checkups have an 86 percent 
increased risk of contracting 
pneumonia compared to those 
who see a dentist at least twice 
a year. 

In patients who neglect oral 
health, bacteria that cause 
pneumonia — including 


streptococcus and staphylococcus 


— can enter the lungs. “We can 
never rid the mouth of bacteria 


altogether, but good oral hygiene 
can limit the quantities of bacteria 
present,” Doll says. “It’s important 


to incorporate dental care into 
routine preventive health care.” 











Living Well is designed to 
provide general information. 

It is not intended to be, nor is it, 
medical advice. Readers should 
consult their physicians when 
they have health problems. 


Media Bakery 
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New drugs dramatically increase 
hepatitis C cures for veterans 


BY MARK L. FUERST 


The introduction of direct-acting 
antiviral agents has dramatically 
transformed hepatitis C care 
among veterans. 

With these new drugs, the rates 
of treatment and cure have 
increased remarkably among 
those infected with the hepatitis C 
virus in the VA system nationally. 

Hepatitis C is the No. 1 cause of 
cirrhosis, liver cancer, liver failure 
and liver transplantation in the VA 
system and in the United States. In 
the past, chronic hepatitis C was 
treated with a combination of the 
oral drug ribavirin and injections 
of interferon. Rather than directly 
attacking the virus, these two 
drugs worked by strengthening 
the immune system, which would 
then kill the virus. 

However, the number of patients 
treated and cured was quite low in 
the era of interferon treatments, 
due to the many side effects and 
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contraindications that limited who 
could receive it, said George 
Ioannou, associate professor and 
director of hepatology at the VA 
Puget Sound Health Care System 
and the University of Washington 
in Seattle. 

“The new all-oral direct-acting 
antiviral regimens introduced over 
the past few years have resulted in 
unprecedented numbers of 
veterans getting cured from 
hepatitis C,” Ioannou said. “These 
numbers are so great that it is 
realistic to be talking about 
eradication of the vast majority of 
cases of hepatitis C in VA in the 
next two to three years.” 

In a clinical study published in 
March 2017, Ioannou and his 
colleagues evaluated data from 
nearly 79,000 patients, average age 
56, being treated for hepatitis C 


See HEPATITIS C on page 16 
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The best walk-in tub just got better with breakthrough technology! Presenting the all new Safe Step 
Walk-In Tub featuring MicroSoothe® An air system so revolutionary, it oxygenates, softens and 


and built right here in America for safety and durability fromthe | SPECIAL OFFER 
ground up, and with more standard features than any other tub. FOR VETERANS! 


/ Heated seat providing warmth from beginning to end ie ballteday andtecelve exe\ustye sAayings.otNpiO 7 


Y Carefully engineered hydro-massage jets strategically placed to ! $1 h () 0) 0 - IF 3 
target sore muscles and joints ! ! 


Y High-quality tub complete with a comprehensive lifetime ' FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY 
warranty on the entire tub ' Call Toll-Free 1-800-314-7943 


Y Top-of-the-line installation and service, all included at one low, 3 ~ a ae ! 
affordable price | SAF WSTEP } 

| WALK-IN TUB CO. ! 

You'll agree — there just isn’t a better, more affordable walk-in | www.BuySafeStep.com 


tub on the market. dpa ea UE aR e a Dn See enone bee eee 


For your FREE information kit 
and DVD, and our Senior = —_ sy 
Discounts, Call Today Toll-Free 
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Winter health 
and safety 


The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) offer a number of tips to 
stay healthy and safe through the winter. 


INSIDE 


™ Have your heating system serviced 
professionally to ensure it is clean, as well as 
working and venting properly. 

™@ Inspect and clean your fireplace to 
prevent a chimney fire or smoke problem. 

™ Test the batteries on your smoke 
detectors. 

™ Have a safe alternate heating source ready 
in case of power outage. 

@ Install a carbon monoxide (CO) detector 
and watch for the symptoms of CO 
poisoning: headache, dizziness, weakness, 
upset stomach, vomiting, chest pain and 
confusion. 


OUTSIDE 


™ Wear outer layers of a tightly woven, 
wind-resistant material, and inner layers of 
light, warm clothing. Also wear mittens or 
gloves, a hat and scarf, and waterproof 
boots. 

@ Sprinkle cat litter or sand on icy patches to 
prevent slips or falls. 

® Work slowly when doing outside chores 
like shoveling or blowing snow. 

@ Take a friend and keep an emergency kit 
handy when participating in outdoor 
activities. 

™@ Carry a cellphone in case of emergency. 


€&} cdc.gov/features/winterweather 
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HEPATITIS C continued from page 14 


within the VA system who initiated therapy between Jan. 1, 

1999, and Dec. 31, 2015. The researchers compared the amount 
of hepatitis C virus in the blood - called the viral load - before 
treatment to that at least four weeks after the end of treatment, 
to determine whether the patients showed any detectable virus. 

Since the introduction of direct-acting antiviral agents, the 
number of patients treated in VA increased 8.5-fold, from 3,646 
in 2010 to 31,028 in 2015. The number of patients cured 
increased 21-fold, from 1,313 in 2010 to 28,084 in 2015. “More 
patients were cured in a single year in 2015 than in the years of 
the interferon era from 1999 to 2010,” Ioannou added. 

In addition to direct-acting antiviral treatment, other factors 
also contributed to the increases in hepatitis C treatment and 
cure rates. These include increases in VA funding to cover the 
cost of these medications; introduction of innovative care 
models, including consultations using interactive telecommuni- 
cations; and establishment of a nationwide network of VA 
treatment teams, called Hepatitis C Innovation Teams, based at 
every VA facility in the country. These teams allow for excel- 
lent integration, identification and appropriate treatment of 
hepatitis C patients at each facility, loannou said. 

Since February 2016, VA has provided unrestricted access to 
antiviral medications for all hepatitis C patients. “This means 
that all hepatitis C patients in VA can receive antiviral treat- 
ment, unless they choose not to or have other life-threatening 
comorbidities. This is in stark contrast to most other health- 
care organizations, which limit access to hepatitis C antivirals 
only to patients who have very severe underlying liver disease, 
such as advanced fibrosis or cirrhosis,” he continued. 

Most veterans infected with hepatitis C can receive care from 
their primary care physicians who, if need be, can make 
referrals to local hepatologists or other treatment experts, 
Ioannou said. 

If you are at risk for hepatitis C, you should consider getting a 
blood test. The symptoms of hepatitis C infection are often very 
mild. The most common symptoms are vague abdominal 
discomfort, fatigue and joint pains. VA recommends hepatitis C 
testing if you were born between 1945 and 1965; are a current 
or former injection-drug user; received a blood transfusion or 
organ transplant before 1992; are on hemodialysis treatment; 
are a Vietnam-era veteran (dates of service 1964-1975); work in 
health care or public safety and had a recent needlestick or 
injury, or mucosal exposure to hepatitis C-positive blood; 
obtained tattoos or body piercings in non-regulated settings; 
have ever shared equipment to snort drugs; had 50 or more sex 
partners; have current or past sex partners who are infected; 
are infected with HIV; were treated for a blood-clotting problem 
before 1987; have abnormal liver test results; were born to a 
mother infected with hepatitis C; or were incarcerated. 


Mark L. Fuerst is a Brooklyn-based health and fitness writer. 


What Adult 
Diaper Companies 
Don’t Want Men 
To Know... 


Health risks and high 
out-of-pocket costs... 
men are unaware of 
Liberty’s healthier 





alternative! 

“Men's Liberty is terrific. I can keep Urinary incontinence affects more 

doing what I want to do, without than 4 million men in the United 
having to worry about running to the States of all ages. Diapers trap 

bathroom or changing my clothes. moisture, causing UTIs, discomfort 
It is a Godsend.” - John in Michigan and injury rates up to 38%. 

MEN'S 
The Freedom to Live There has not been a confirmed UTI or 


serious skin injury caused by Men’s 
, Liberty, after more than four million sold. 
| i 
Covered WY Medicare! This is a non-invasive, external product 
Millions of men spend that allows men to improve their lifestyle 
thousands of dollars each at work and quality of time with family. 
year on diapers, which are 


Re Reo ase R ACtolecgct CALL TODAY AND RECEIVE 
Apter sett A FREE WEEK’S SUPPLY 
pocket each month... Men’s WITH YOUR ORDER! 


Liberty is covered by 
Medicare, most state 7 -800-81 4-3259 
Medicaids, VA/Tricare and 


most private insurance plans. 


Ask if you qualify to receive Hablamos Espanol 
Men’s Liberty. We handle all MEN'S 


claims and billing to Medicare = LIBERTY 


and your Insurance provider. . Se sedeaeiite 
www.GetMensLiberty.com 
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REASONS 
to CHOOSE a 


VACATION 








Advantages include 
affordability, space 
and great locations. 


BY LYN METTLER 


Photo courtesy HomeAway 


As travel changes, there has been a rise in the 
popularity of vacation rentals, especially with 
companies like Airbnb and HomeAway making it 
convenient and affordable. If you’re used to staying 
in hotels, choosing a vacation rental can seem a bit 
daunting. But with a little knowledge, it might be 
the best travel decision you’ll make. 

Here are five reasons to consider a vacation 
rental for your 2018 travels: 


ROOM TO BREATHE A huge benefit of vacation 
rentals is additional space, which can be especially 
helpful for families. Most vacation rentals have 
separate bedrooms, an eating area, and a washer/ 
dryer to help reduce the amount of clothes you'll 
need to pack. The ability to cook light meals, 
prepare snacks and store cold drinks in the rental 
can help you save on the cost of dining. 


AFFORDABILITY Many vacation rentals are no 
more expensive than a much smaller hotel room 
and are often less expensive. At Palmetto Dunes 
Oceanfront Resort on Hilton Head Island, S.C., for 
example, a one-bedroom vacation villa starts at 
just $130 per night, less than many island hotel 
rooms. It comes with laundry facilities, eating area 
and separate bedrooms. However, make sure you 
understand all fees associated with the rental, 


Did you know Indianapolis 

— home to The American Legion’s 
national headquarters — devotes 
more acreage to honoring our 
nation’s fallen than any other U.S. 
city? It is second only to 
Washington, D.C., in the number 
of war memorials. 
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You can now buy a joint ticket to the new 
Museum of the American Revolution 
and the National Constitution Center 
in Philadelphia, which together tell the 
story of our nation’s founding. The joint 
adult ticket is $29, a savings of $4.50. Or 
purchase a family pack for two adults and 
two kids for $90, a savings of $22. 


which can include security deposits along with 
parking and cleaning costs. 


LOCATION A vacation rental can often get you 
closer to the action in your destination than a 
larger hotel. On a recent trip to Italy, my family 
booked a vacation rental through HomeAway.com 
that put us on the main piazza of the Tuscan 
hilltop village of San Gimignano, with no hotels in 
sight. Our shutters opened on the piazza, with its 
famous historic cistern on one side and a beautiful 
view of the Tuscan countryside on the other. 


AUTHENTICITY While you may feel like a 
tourist in a hotel, staying in a vacation rental - 
which is often an apartment or home - offers a 
more authentic experience of a destination. Find 
local markets and groceries, eat at neighborhood 
restaurants and chat with the locals. 


HISTORY There are amazing vacation rentals 
around the world that have historic pasts and were 
home to famous people. For example, HomeAway’s 
options include castles, hobbit homes, President 
Johnson’s former estate and even a former Civil 
War infirmary in Montpelier, Vt. 


Lyn Mettler is a freelance travel writer who blogs at 
GotoTravelGal.com. 





Red Roof Inn 
offers a 10 percent 
discount for active fe 
and retired military 
when booking at §& 
RedRoof.com. 
Pets always stay 
free of charge. 
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VETERANS UPDATE 


Task force to crack down on loan ‘churn’ 


BY TOM PHILPOTT 


Veterans with VA-guaranteed home loans are 
bombarded with ads and solicitations to refinance 
their mortgages, taking advantage of lower interest 
rates and a streamlined VA refinancing program to 
cut mortgage payments. 

Sales pitches targeting veteran homeowners, 
particularly with interest rates trending higher, can 
involve refinance schemes that might lower 
payments short-term but also raise loan amounts 
with new settlement fees and 
stretch payoff periods, 
senerating profits for lenders 
while leaving veterans with 
more home debt. 

The practice is called 
serial refinancing or loan 
“churn,” and Congress, VA 
and the Government National 
Mortgage Association (Ginnie 
Mae) - which turns VA- 
suaranteed home loans into 
investible securities - are 
eyeing aggressive actions to better protect veterans, 
taxpayers and the mortgage industry. 

Sen. Elizabeth Warren, D-Mass., noted in 
September that the Consumer Financial Protection 
Bureau had received, through fall 2016, 1,800 
complaints from servicemembers, veterans or their 
families citing aggressive or misleading pitches to 
refinance their VA loans. 

Warren said market analysts found that recent 
mortgage “pools” from Ginnie Mae had a fairly high 
share of loans from “churning” servicers, then asked 
what effect this was having on Ginnie Mae securities 
— and, if negative, what it’s doing about it. A week 
later Ginnie Mae and VA had a task force studying 
mortgage refinancing issues to propose changes to 
programs or policy. 

sen. Thom Tillis, R-N.C., suggested that legislation 
might be needed to ensure that refinanced loans 
result, in a reasonable amount of time, in 
recoupment of all settlement fees paid by veterans 
through reduced monthly payments. Or that VA 
ensure refinancing offers result in a “net tangible 
benefit” to veterans, not just higher loan balances or 
longer payoff schedules. 

On Oct. 31, American Legion National Commander 
Denise H. Rohan urged the Senate Banking, Housing 
and Urban Affairs Committee to conduct a hearing in 
which executives of lending companies known to 
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favor serial refinancing could be called to account for 
leaving veterans “no better off for having taken the 
offer.” Churning schemes, she wrote, “injure the 
financial well-being of veterans and their families” 
and increase risks to VA’s Home Loan Guaranty 
Program. 

Jeffrey London, director of VA’s Loan Guaranty 
Service, said VA is collaborating with Ginnie Mae on 
solutions. In 2014, VA issued a regulation to impose 
“seasoning” and “recoupment” 
requirements on lenders. It 
said loans should be “on the 
books for at least six months,” 
with veterans making at least 
six payments before a 
refinancing. Also, it said, 
settlement fees rolled into the 
refinanced loan should be 
recouped, through lowered 
payments, within 
36 months. 

Unfortunately, the 
regulation still allowed VA to guarantee refinanced 
loans that failed to meet the new requirements, 
rendering them ineffective. In 2016, Ginnie Mae, 
after consulting VA, developed a more effective 
policy change. Starting in February 2017, loans that 
don’t meet the seasoning and recoupment rules of 
2014 can’t be included in Ginnie Mae securitized 
loan pools sold in the secondary mortgage market. 

From February through October, the number of 
VA-refinanced loans fell from 35,000 a month to 
8,000, and the number of veterans getting more than 
one loan within a year dropped by 52 percent. Some 
of that may be from rising interest rates, London 
conceded. But the fact the sharp drop began in 
February is evidence the new policy works, he said. 

“It’s Ginnie Mae who is ultimately responsible for 
this,” said John Kamin, assistant director of the 
Legion’s Veterans Employment & Education Division. 
“They are the ones who back these loans if they 
default. But lenders haven’t been pressured to show 
the benefit of these refinance offers. So it’s been ripe 
eround for quite some time for certain companies to 
take advantage” of veterans. 

Both VA and Legion experts believe educating 
veterans on “churning” is vital. 


Media Bakery 


Tom Philpott has been covering military personnel and 
veterans issues for nearly 40 years. 
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For homeless veterans, including , 
many women, The American Légion 
offers shelter and hope. 


BY KEN OLSEN 
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Army veteran Zeny Stuart 
understands firsthand the challenges 
VON eToNant axa a Celaes 
for with a mortgage 
he credits local 





eny Stuart saw a bright future when she finished her 
second hitch with the Army in 2005. The Iraq war 
veteran earned her Texas real-estate license and 
became a top seller, earning distinction as rookie of the year. 
Military-civilian transition? No problem. That is, until Stuart 
discovered she couldn’t afford to put a roof over her head. 

“T never anticipated things would go so far south,” Stuart 
says. After the economy tanked and her career stalled, she 
moved home to Arizona only to have the Tempe house she 
was living in go into foreclosure. She couldn’t find a place 
cheap enough to rent on her own. “When I fell,” she says, 

“T fell really, really hard.” 

Shelter became her primary obsession. The emotional cost 
Was significant. “There were feelings of dejection, of not 
living up to your potential,” Stuart says. “There was the 
uncertainty of not knowing where | was going to land, or how 
I was going to carve out a professional niche.” 

stories like Stuart’s are more common as the military 
slashes its ranks and an increasing number of veterans face 
the challenges of re-establishing civilian lives. There are an 
estimated 13,100 homeless women veterans in the United 
States, says Anne Baglio, president of Erie County American 
Legion (ECAL) Veterans for Veterans in New York state. More 
than a quarter have children, putting safe and affordable 
housing even farther out of reach. 

The American Legion is stepping up to help. Posts in New 
York and Arizona are creating housing for the growing ranks 
of homeless women veterans, including those with children. 
The reason is simple, says Lynda Pixley of American Legion 
Post 381 in Niagara Falls: “The American Legion takes care of 
its own.” 





HELP ‘NO MATTER WHAT?’ The New York project 

will occupy a former Catholic high school in Cheektowaga, 
outside Buffalo, and will be one of the largest facilities for 
homeless women veterans in the region. Veterans for Veterans 
and its partners plan to transform half of the Villa Maria 
school into 54 living units, says Baglio, a member of Concord 
American Legion Auxiliary Unit 431 in Springville. There will 
be a common kitchen, dining room and access to the campus 
fitness facility. Veterans for Veterans is seeking permission to 
name the center in honor of two women veterans from 
western New York; one died in Vietnam and the other in Iraq. 

Counselors will be on hand to help the residents deal with 
any number of issues. 

The Felician Sisters, who live in the other half of the school, 
will provide day care for women veterans’ children. There is 
easy access to schools for teens and older children. The 
Buffalo VA Medical Center, vocational rehabilitation and 
other services important to helping former servicemembers 
get back on their feet are easily reached by public transit, 
says Bill Siegel, vice president of Veterans for Veterans and 
a member of A.J. Jurek American Legion Post 1672 in 
Swormville, N.Y. 
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There is a significant need for shelter for 
homeless women veterans and their children in 
this region. “We estimate there are over 1,500 
homeless women veterans in western New York,” 
Baglio says. “There is no transitional housing. And 
we know there are many women veterans out 
there living in their cars.” 

But statistics don’t tell the entire story. 

“Regardless if it’s 30 or 40 or 100, this is way too 
many,” Siegel says. 

The six-floor housing center will offer a range of 
options, from immediate access to emergency 
shelter to permanent supportive housing. The 
doors will be open to all women veterans, no 
matter their sobriety or circumstances. “That’s 
where the counseling comes in,” Baglio says. 
“We're there to get them help whatever way 
possible.” 

The Villa Maria effort grew out of ECAL’s Family 
Project, started by the late Ray Caso Sr. - then Erie 
County American Legion commander - and Baglio 
in 2010. They began by collecting and distributing 
some $56,000 in toys, food, clothing and household 
items with the help of Legion posts, Auxiliary 
units, Sons of the American Legion squadrons, 
Legion Riders, businesses and individuals. Nearly 
550 current and former servicemembers and 
families benefited from the effort. 

ECAL soon realized there were few resources for 
homeless women veterans. Caso found the old 
Villa Maria space, and the ECAL formed Veterans 
for Veterans to make the $24 million project 
happen. The board includes representatives from 
13 different Legion posts, including Caso’s son, 
Ray Jr. 

Raising money for the project remains one of the 
most formidable hurdles. Veterans for Veterans is 
tapping every resource from grants to tax credits 
to fundraisers, like a 5K run that netted $13,000 on 
the first try and is set to become an annual tradi- 
tion. 

The only lingering regret is that Caso won’t be 
on hand for the ribbon cutting. 

“It’s sad that he passed away on Christmas Eve 
2014,” Baglio says. “Now we’re even more driven 
to get this done - for Ray.” 


LEGION TRADITION Helping homeless 
veterans has long been a Legion tradition, and it’s 
impossible to catalog every example. Notable 
efforts include the Pennsylvania American Legion 
Housing for Homeless Veterans Corp., which has 
purchased seven houses to shelter homeless 
veterans since it was created in 1988 under the 
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RESOURCES 


Erie County American Legion 

Veterans for Veterans 

& www.ecalveteransforveterans.org 
p%) ecalveteransforveterans@yahoo.com 


Housing Our Veterans 


€& www.housingourveterans.org 


Jewett City, Conn., American Legion Post 15 
@ (860) 376-0238 

Pennsylvania American Legion Housing 
for Homeless Veterans 


& www.pa-legion.com/programs/other- 
programs/housing-for-homeless-veterans 





leadership of Past National Commander Ron 
Conley. The Department of New Jersey has raised 
nearly $500,000 to help homeless veterans over the 
past several years in an effort spearheaded by 

Past Department Commander Bob Looby. Part of 
that money helped furnish a 44-bedroom facility 
called Veterans Haven, says Mark Walker, deputy 
director of the Legion’s Veterans Employment & 
Education Division. 

Donations from a Legion post in Pittsburgh keep 
a local homeless shelter in mattresses. Meanwhile, 
hundreds of individual Legionnaires across the 
country assist homeless veterans with hotel rooms, 
transportation and apartments, Walker adds. 

The American Legion has kept the pressure on 
Congress to fund HUD-VASH vouchers that cover a 
substantial portion of the rent for veterans moving 
off the streets and into apartments. In 2015, 
national, state and local American Legion officials 
visited Los Angeles’ Skid Row - one of the largest 
concentrations of homeless veterans in the country 
— handing out care packages and offering former 
servicemembers help connecting to VA services. 

In Connecticut, the Legion added 18 apartments 
for homeless veterans while renovating Jewett City 
Post 15, under the guidance of Bill Czymr. Several 
Colorado Legion posts support a transitional 
veterans center in Colorado Springs called 
Crawford House. And in Arizona, past state 
commander Judi Beischel is working with Veterans 
First to develop transitional housing in the 
Phoenix area for female veterans with children. 


SAVING GRACE This sort of help was key to 
Stuart’s survival. A fellow veteran and her 
husband took Stuart in for eight months and 
helped connect her to job leads and community 


resources. Stuart then moved to 
an affordable housing complex for 
women veterans, named for 
longtime Legionnaire and 
veterans advocate Mary Ellen 
Piotrowski and run by 

Veterans First. 

“Mary Ellen’s nurturing 
environment provided the basics 
of safety, a roof over my head and 
a built-in community of support 
with other women veterans,” says 
Stuart, who spent two and a half 
years at the facility. 

During her transition, Stuart 
did homeless outreach for the city 
of Tempe, a job that convinced 
her that headlines about the issue 
are often misleading. “The news 
will say, ‘We have ended veterans 
homelessness,” Stuart says. “But 
I was on the street doing outreach 
in Tempe and I ran into plenty of 
homeless veterans.” Part of the 
reason: scores of veterans, 
including women veterans, don’t 
want to ask for help. 

Stuart lived in low-cost 
veterans housing, where she was 
also apartment manager, for 15 
months. She also worked as 
housing coordinator and 
caseworker for MANA House, 
which provides transitional 
housing for male veterans. 

Thanks to the help Stuart 
received, she not only has 
regained her self-confidence and 
self-esteem, she’s landed a day 
job at JPMorgan Chase. Outside 
work, she’s building a different 
real-estate career — one that feels 
more solid, more meaningful. 
“Ever since becoming homeless, 
I’ve become even more laser- 
focused on being able to provide 
low-cost housing for veterans,” 
Stuart says. “I would love to help 
women veterans - especially 
veterans with children.” &» 


Ken Olsen is a frequent 
contributor to The American 
Legion Magazine. 
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With sobriety, formerly homeless 
Pittsburgh veteran pays it forward 


Without the substance abuse treatment he received from the Pittsburgh VA, 
Mike Doherty figures he’d be dead. “I can’t think of how many people have 
died since then from addiction,” says Doherty, who was essentially homeless 
when he arrived at the center. “They took me in right away. They got me 
something to eat and interviewed me to see where | would best be placed. 
| never looked back.” 

Today the Vietnam War Navy veteran is paying that forward by volunteering 
at the Pittsburgh VA, providing clothing and personal hygiene items to 
homeless veterans who come to the University Drive hospital for care. It’s a 
significant turn of events for the former delivery driver and union president, 
who owned a nice home in the suburbs, was married and had two daughters. 

Doherty’s problems started with injuries and hernias inflicted by lugging 
cases of soda up several flights of stairs for a vending company. There was a 
series of surgeries accompanied by prescriptions for Vicodin and OxyContin. 
Soon the rest of his life was history. “It was a steady downward spiral, going 
from couch to couch until | ran out of couches,” he says. 

Doherty ended up at VA in 2005 because a fellow addict and veteran he was 
staying with handed him a booklet about VA services and sent him packing. 
“He was kicking me out, but he gave me a place to go,” Doherty says. The man 
later died of an overdose. 

During recovery, Doherty realized that many of the veterans who came to 
the VA had almost nothing, not even a simple change of clothes. He started 
gathering what he describes as “slightly used” clothing and sharing it with 
fellow veterans when they were discharged. He formed a nonprofit called 
Veterans In Need. His program has grown to the point that he has his own 
office and a storage room full of new clothes and personal supplies at the 
University Drive campus. The American Legion Department of Pennsylvania, 
local Legion posts and Auxiliary units, as well as a local high school, are among 
the groups that help him purchase clothing and personal supplies for 
homeless veterans. 

Doherty arrives before 5 a.m. on weekdays to be ready to help anyone in 
need and also volunteers a half-day on Saturday. It’s gratifying. “They are 
trying to get their lives together,” he says of the veterans he helps clothe. “At 
least they can look good and feel good about themselves.” 

Doherty even provides a new suit and shoes to veterans who have job 
interviews lined up. “A lot of them come back and tell us they got the job,” he 
says. It’s the best possible reward. “If | can help one veteran a day, I’m happy.” 


— Ken Olsen 
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As he was dying from liver cancer in 2007, Lorie Perkins’ 
husband encouraged her to return to the work she loved: 
housing the homeless. It had been the couple’s passion 
before his illness intervened. Perkins purchased her first 
home about a year later, and today she’s a one-woman force 
for ending veteran homelessness in western Oregon. 

“She keeps about four dozen veterans housed at any 
one time and is continually on the lookout for more homes 
she can retrofit,” says Tod Schneider, who retired as 
veteran homelessness analyst for the City of Eugene in late 
2015. “Where nobody else is giving them a break, she’s 
stepping in.” 

That view is shared in other parts of the community. 
“She’s the most committed person to helping veterans in 
Eugene that | know today,” says Chris Wig, counselor for a 
nonprofit called Emergence, which provides services to the 
local veterans treatment court. “Living on the streets is 
pretty much the most hellish thing that can happen to 
people. She makes a huge difference.” 

For Perkins, it’s both personal and patriotic. Her late 
husband was an Army veteran who served in the 1970s. And 
she was astounded at the number of homeless veterans she 
encountered when she started doing volunteer work after 
her husband died. 

“The tragedy is that you give up your civilian life to fight 
for your country, come home, everything you have is gone 
and you end up sleeping under a bridge,” Perkins says. 
“They've been let down - literally — by the people in our 
country.” 

Perkins now operates 10 homes for homeless people who 
are clean and sober under her nonprofit Housing Our 
Veterans. Many of her residents are referred to her by VA, 
the treatment court and St. Vincent de Paul. A safe, stable 
home is critical to their future. 

“It’s really hard to turn your life around so that you can be 
rehabilitated in the eyes of the criminal justice system if you 
are sleeping on the streets,” Wig says. “Getting housed is 
one of the most critical first steps.” 

It’s made all the difference for Frederico Reyna. Prone to 
getting in fights, Renya spent a total of nine years behind 
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Lorie Perkins is aone-woman force for 
ending veteran homelessness in western 
Oregon, a task she has pursued for more 
than a decade. Photo by andy Nelson/The (Eugene, Ore.) Register-Guard 


An arm 
of ONE 


bars. A series of injuries, both in the Navy and working 
construction, led to the painkiller addiction and heavy 
drinking that accelerated his downward spiral. 

Veterans court set a new course for Reyna. He found a 
room in one of Perkins’ houses after completing court- 
ordered drug and alcohol treatment at VA facilities in 
Roseburg and White City, Ore. Today, he’s on VA disability, 
studying construction management in college and making 
plans to reunite with his family. He has a job as a 
construction superintendent waiting for him when he 
graduates. He credits Perkins for playing a major role in his 
recovery. “I called her on Thanksgiving and thanked her for 
letting me live in one of her homes and helping me turn my 
life around,” Renya says. 

The men living in Perkins’ homes range from post-9/11 
veterans in their 20s to Vietnam veterans in their 60s. She 
also houses some men who need transitional housing after 
leaving prison in order to help cover her overhead. Perkins 
provides everything from furniture to bed linens to dish 
towels and, if needed, cooking lessons. 

Each home has seven or eight bedrooms, and the 
residents who are able pay a share of the rent. Perkins often 
has to pick up the difference, a cost that has become more 
and more difficult to bear as she has depleted her savings. 
Financial support has not followed the outpouring of praise 
from public agencies and officials. 

“It gets pretty discouraging,” says Perkins, who invested in 
a Kettle Korn business in an attempt to improve her cash 
flow. “If | had the funding, | could get 200 people off the 
streets.” 

Schneider echoes her frustration. “She pours all of her 
time and energy into finding new homes and running what 
she’s got,” he says. “She doesn’t have a fundraising arm.” 

But community support will have to manifest itself in 
more than words of praise if Perkins is to survive. 

“While all of your hopes and prayers are appreciated, they 
aren't going to get people into shelter,” Schneider says. “It’s 
donations and renting them rooms. That’s where the rubber 
meets the road.” 





y 





— Ken Olsen 
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How can a hearing aid 
that costs less than $200 
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hearing aid technology, those 
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Chicago ENT doctor lowered 
hearing aid costs significantly. 


Since Medicare and most private 
insurance do not cover hearing 
aids, a Chicago ENT physician 
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actually afford. 


He evaluated other hearing aids 
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appointments. You can even 
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even after sale. No other company 
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PATRIOTI 
HALL 


Director of LA County Military 
& Veterans Services connects 
legacy, vision, the Legion, 

the GI Billand mentorship 

for a new era of advocacy. 


BY JEFF STOFFER 
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nU LE VWWONG is a mentor who remembers her 
mentors. Her career journey is one she shares to 
inspire others, men and women, to show them the 
doors that can open through military service and 
the lifetime of support veterans can expect after 
discharge. 

“There were people in my career, both as a 
young lieutenant and even as a senior executive as 
a colonel and a general officer, who really helped 
me,” says Wong, director of Los Angeles County 
Military & Veterans Services at historic Bob Hope 
Patriotic Hall. “A major I worked with when I was 
a second lieutenant said to me one day, ‘I think 
you have the right stuff, and you need to think 
about making the Air Force a career.’ I thought 
about her words, and the words of some of my 
other mentors. 

“Their words encouraged me to keep me focused 
on the mission, excel in everything that I did, and 
keep me moving forward.” 

On Jan. 18, Bob Hope Patriotic Hall welcomes 
“The Greatest Legislation: An American Legion 
Centennial Salute to the GI Bill” multimedia 
display for a two-month installation. The exhibit 
could not be a better fit for the recently 
modernized, 1926-built veterans memorial 
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building, once the tallest structure in Los Angeles. 
Nearly 50,000 Los Angeles County veterans and 
their families receive services, from mental 
health counseling and disability claims support 
to classes in a culinary school, each year. It is 
also home base for two American Legion posts. 
And it could not be a better match for Wong, a 
paid-up-for-life member of The American Legion 
who used the GI Bill to propel her career as a 
nurse, combat officer, health-care administrator 
and director of veterans services in the nation’s 
second-largest city. 

She recently spoke with The American Legion 
Magazine. 


When I first went in the Air Force, I had just 
eraduated from a three-year diploma nursing 
program. After serving about four years, I decided 
to finish my education. I enrolled part-time in 
college and worked in the military full-time. 

A year later, I separated from the active-duty 

Air Force and used my GI Bill. I got married, came 
here to Los Angeles, finished my baccalaureate 
degree and from there pursued a graduate degree 
from UCLA. Both of those degrees enabled me to 
advance not only in my civilian career but in the 
military, as well. I became a reservist in an 
aeromedical evacuation squadron after I finished 
my education. I am thankful to those people who 
set up the GI Bill many years ago to enable me to 
advance both in the civilian and military sectors. 


How important did you, as an officer, find the 
GI Bill as a recruitment incentive? 

I think it has a big effect. I was in a unit that was 
looking for the best and brightest medical people to 
serve. As we recruited individuals, we would tell 
them about the GI Bill, and they were very excited 
about the possibility of serving and completing 
their education. Most of them, especially the 
enlisted people, did not have funds to go to school. 
They were not only able to serve their country, but 
they were able to go to school because of the GI 
Bill. It was a significant tool to get people interested 
in the military and stay in the military. 


What led you to serve in the Air Force? 
I was a senior in nursing school when the 
recruiters came to talk to 
new graduates about the 
wonderful military career 
opportunities. So I joined the 
Air Force. I began my career 
as a second lieutenant and 
quickly became a charge 
nurse within three years, 
meaning I was moving up 
the ranks. At one point, 
I decided I wanted to be a 
flight nurse, so I completed 
flight-nurse training. As a 
fully qualified flight nurse 
during Operation Desert 
Storm I was deployed to 
serve in the Middle East and | / 
was selected as an | ae Re 
aeromedical evacuation flight eld 
commander in the United s 
Arab Emirates. We flew 
intra-theater missions on a 
C-130 aircraft, transporting 
patients, both ill and injured, 
and took them to a hub where they were further 
triaged — either taken to Europe or to a local 
facility - for medical care. 


| 


¥ 


How did wartime service influence you? 

As a troop and flight commander, I was 
concerned about the health and safety of my 
troops especially protecting them against weapons 
of mass destruction. We were threatened daily by 
the use of chemical weapons. So everyplace we 
went and everything we did revolved around 
having our chemical gear with us. We had to carry 
the chemical gear from place to place and on and 
off the aircraft. The first several weeks of the Gulf 





A mural depicting the Preamble to the U.S. 
Constitution is one of three by Kent Twitchell on 
the first floor of Patriotic Hall. Photo by Lucas Carter 


War, we received notice every evening that there 
were incoming SCUDs and to don our chemical 
gear, wearing it eight to 10 hours each night. The 
most important thing I learned from that 
experience was that we need to take care of 
ourselves and each other. I prayed every night that 
everyone would be able to go home safely. We were 
able to do that. This experience changed my life 
and instilled a sense of pride in that the military 
trains us well. 


How did your career evolve? 

After Desert Storm, I was offered an opportunity 
in Washington, D.C., to be the chief nurse 
executive at the Readiness Center at Andrews Air 
Force Base. What that enabled me to do was reach 
out to 100 medical units 
throughout the United States, 
ensuring that personnel were 
best trained and qualified for 
contingency operations. 

I solidified my administrator 
skills. I was able to take all 
those opportunities and 
talents I had learned to run 
Patriotic Hall as well as the 
Department of Military & 
Veterans Affairs. Those 
leadership skills you learn in 
the military translate very 
easily to the civilian sector. If 
I had not had the staff work 
I did in Washington, D.C., as 
well as the administrative 
experiences, it would have 
been more difficult for me. 
But it was a wonderful fit, so 
when the CEO from Los 
Angeles County called me 
and asked me to be the 
department director, I was up for the advancement 
and the opportunity. 


What goes on at Patriotic Hall? 

Patriotic Hall is a one-stop service center. 
Veterans and family members come here to get 
services like VA benefits, compensation, education 
benefits, veterans home loans, employment 
services, training opportunities ... in fact, we are 
opening up an America’s Job Center of California, 
which is going to be a wonderful employment 
opportunity for our veterans and family members. 
Veterans and families come here to get the full 
complement of services. 
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The Navy Room on the fourth floor of Bob Hope Patriotic 
Hall features a mural that traces U.S. naval history from the 


Revolutionary War through Vietnam. Photobytucascarter 


A living veterans memorial 


On Feb. 21, 1926, the Patriotic Hall veterans memorial in 
Los Angeles was dedicated with a spectacular public 
event. As veterans of World War | came home and 
restarted their lives, The American Legion, Veterans of 
Foreign Wars, United Spanish War Veterans and the 
Grand Army of the Republic were among the 
organizations occupying the 10-floor building on South 
Figueroa Street. 

American Legion Post 8, chartered in 1919, moved 
into the eighth floor, and had its club in what would later 
be dedicated as the Admiral Chester H. Nimitz Room. 
Post 8 is still housed at Patriotic Hall, as is Los Angeles 
Police Department Post 381. 

Patriotic Hall was rededicated on Nov. 8, 2013, after a 
six-year modernization. It had been named 10 years 
earlier to honor Bob Hope, whose USO tours entertained 
U.S. troops for decades. Hope received The American 
Legion's prestigious Distinguished Service Medal in 1946. 

The first floor of Patriotic Hall features murals by 
artist Kent Twitchell that depict the Preamble to the 
U.S. Constitution, the Freedom of Assembly and the 
Freedom of the Ballot, and a 400-seat auditorium where 
actor George C. Scott stood before a massive U.S. flag 
and delivered his memorable monologue in the 1970 film 
“Patton.” Patriotic Hall was also the set for scenes in 
“Vertigo,” “Flashdance” and “1941.” 

The 10th floor of Patriotic Hall is a basketball gym with 
showers and lockers specially designed for World War | 
veterans in wheelchairs. 


Learn more about Patriotic Hall online: 
& mva.lacounty.gov/bob-hope-patriotic-hall 


Even a culinary school? 
We just graduated the first class this year - a 
184-hour cooking program, where veterans and 


their family members learn not only how to cook, 


but how to prepare food, create different food 
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products, put things together - and the great thing 
about it is that at the end of the course, they are 
given a certificate that enables them to go into the 
food industry and get a job. 


Patriotic Hall is seen as something more than 
a service center, correct? 

People say to me, “Where do you work?” 

I say, “Bob Hope Patriotic Hall - it’s the big 
building at the intersection of the 110 and the 
10 freeways, downtown.” And even if people have 
never been in this building, they know it. 
Interestingly, a lot of people tell me, “My 
dad brought me to this building many years ago 
because he was in The American Legion. He would 
bring me here just to see what it was like.” So it is 
a symbol. It is something that has grown 
throughout time. Now, we are rebranding it. 

It’s a showpiece for veterans in the community. 
Everyone loves to come here. Every veteran who 
comes here tells me they are honored to have this 
beautiful tribute to them and other veterans who 
have served. They are very happy to see that the 
county cares enough about them to keep this 
building dedicated to veterans and their families. 


You have also distinguished yourself as a 
voice for women veterans. How have 
perceptions changed about gender since you 
joined the Air Force? 

I am fortunate and grateful to accomplish my 
goals, and because of this, I’ve become a champion 
for other women in the military and in the civilian 
community. We have come a long way in the 
military, but even now, in 2018, we still don’t have a 
woman on the Joint Chiefs of Staff. We still don’t 
have women in some of the specialties where 
women would like to be. It’s evolved a great deal, 
but we have a way to go. 


What advice do you, as a mentor, give women 
today regarding military service? 

I tell women they can have it all. That was 
something one of my chief nurses early on said to 
me. Now I am an ambassador for the military, and 
when a woman says, “I am not sure what to do 
with my life,” I say, “Think about the military. 
Even if you don’t want to make it a career, even a 
few years in the military will help you set the 
direction where you want to go. It’s going to open 
a new horizon. It’s going to help you grow.” & 


Jeff Stoffer is editor of The American Legion 
Magazine. 
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The Vietnam War's 
turning point 
Mela laacle le) 
isalesson on how 
our enemies play 
the long game. 


A U.S. soldier runs.along astreet on the outskirts 
of the city during the Battle of Hue, part of the 
Tet Oy IKAKIAN 2 in ml e)aelelay 1968. Rolls Press/Popperfoto/Getty 
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2 at . 
a n late January 1968, North Vietnamese 
_+@s forces and the Viet Cong launched a massive 
Sea offensive throughout South Vietnam. 
ft Hurling 84,000 personnel at South Vietnam, 
: the communists struck 36 of the South’s 
44 provincial capitals and 100 cities, including Hue 
in the northern part of the country, Qui Nhon in 
the center and Saigon in the south. Timed to 
coincide with a Vietnamese holiday known as Tet, 
the operation came to be called the Tet Offensive. 
It was an unmitigated tactical-military defeat for 
the communists that turned into a strategic- 
political victory - and proved to be the turning 
point of the war. 


WHAT IT MEANT What began Jan. 21, with an 
artillery bombardment on the U.S. Marine outpost 
at Khe Sanh, exploded into an all-out offensive 
against the whole of South Vietnam nine days 
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later, as most Vietnamese celebrated the Tet 
holiday. Hanoi’s choice of Tet was no accident. 
“The communists had proclaimed a truce over this 
period,” President Johnson later recalled. But 
North Vietnamese commander Gen. Vo Nguyén 
Giap used Tet festivals and travels as cover for his 
audacious military-guerrilla operation. 

The communists suffered massive casualties 
and were defeated by every battlefield measure. 
By the end of February, 45,000 communist 
personnel had been killed and another 
5,800 captured by U.S. and South Vietnamese 
forces. “Tet was a military disaster for 
Hanoi,” historian Derek Leebaert writes in 
“The Fifty-Year Wound.” 

For Washington, it was a political disaster. 
Washington’s words couldn’t overcome the images 
flowing out of Vietnam - and worse, those words 
didn’t seem to reflect what was happening there. 
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Just before Tet, LBJ’s State of the Union address 
provided an upbeat report on U.S. involvement in 
Vietnam, highlighting successful elections, 
noting that “the enemy has been defeated in battle 
after battle,” detailing how South Vietnam’s 
government had gained control over more cities 
and cheering other “marks of progress.” 

Similarly, not long before Tet, Gen. William 
Westmoreland called 1968 “an important point 
when the end begins to come into view.” 

What the commander in chief and his top 
general in Vietnam were saying proved jarringly 
out of step with what happened during Tet. 

In the first 48 hours of the communist offensive, 
232 U.S. troops were killed and 900 wounded. In 
and around Saigon, the enemy seized radio 
stations and police stations, bombarded the 
airport and presidential palace, and assaulted the 
U.S. embassy. 

Wearing South Vietnamese uniforms, Viet Cong 
suerrillas breached the embassy’s outer walls in 
the predawn darkness Jan. 31 and occupied parts 
of the embassy for six hours. The attack “stunned 
American and international observers, who saw 
images of the carnage broadcast on television as it 
occurred,” one battle history recounts. 

NBC News footage from the first day of fighting 
featured breathless correspondents shoving 
microphones into the faces of GIs in the midst of 
eun battles, GIs crawling for cover, GIs scrambling 
to retake the embassy, GIs bleeding and dying, 
Saigon in chaos - all transmitted into America’s 
living rooms. 

LBJ later criticized “emotional and exaggerated 
reporting.” Media coverage of Tet was not 
inaccurate, but it was incomplete - and strikingly 
different from coverage of World War II battles, 
which were equally brutal and bloody, equally 
chaotic and fluid. Imagine if World War II 
correspondents had beamed back images - 
virtually in real time - of the bloody beaches at 
Normandy and Okinawa, Allied squabbling and 
confusion at Sicily, the chaos and unpreparedness 
at Bastogne. Without filter or context, such images 
can have a devastating effect on public support 
and morale. 

Indeed, when the American people saw the 
images of communist forces laying siege to Saigon, 
they concluded that the commander in chief was 
either misleading them or out of touch. And when 
they absorbed the full costs of Tet - 3,895 
Americans killed in what The New York Times 
called “the heaviest and most sustained” fighting 
of the war - they turned against the war. 
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Ho Chi Minh’s primary objective was always the 
conquest of South Vietnam and unification of the 
country under communism. But his secondary 
target was 9,000 miles away, in Washington, D.C. 
“We don’t need to win military victories,” he said. 
“We only need to hit them until they give up and 
get out.” 

Although it was a military disaster for Ho, Tet 
proved to be a smashing political success; after 
Tet, LBJ abandoned his bid for re-election and 
Westmoreland was reassigned, bringing Ho closer 
to his primary objective. 

“Ho Chi Minh thinks he can win in Washington 
as he did in Paris,” LBJ warned in 1967. He was 
right about Ho, and Ho was right about his read of 
American politics. 


WHAT IT STILL MEANS Vietnam was called 
the first “television war.” Tet illustrated how 
powerful and corrosive this new medium could 
be for a representative democracy at war. In an 
age of instantaneous communications, images 
matter more than body counts or battle damage 
assessments (BDAs), more than statistics or 
metrics, more than congressional testimony 

or Oval Office addresses. When the images 
don’t match the message, public support can 
erode rapidly. 

Thus, our enemies have become quite skilled at 
using media and media images to target the 
American people. Consider Iran’s humiliation 
of American hostages, Muammar Qaddafi’s 
claims that some of his children were killed and 
wounded by U.S. airstrikes, Iraq’s guided tour for 
CNN cameras of a bombed-out “baby milk plant” 
during the Gulf War, the beastly treatment of 
America’s fallen in Mogadishu, footage of snipers 
and IEDs killing U.S. troops in Irag, and the 
beheadings and butchery livestreamed by al-Qaida 
and the Islamic State. 

In short, our enemies continue to subscribe 
to Ho’s shrewd distinction between military 
victory and political victory. Recall Osama bin 
Laden’s taunt: “When tens of your soldiers were 
killed in minor battles and one American pilot 
was dragged in the streets of Mogadishu, you left 
the area carrying disappointment, humiliation, 
defeat and your dead with you ... It was a pleasure 
for the heart of every Muslim ... to see you 
defeated in the three Islamic cities of Beirut, Aden 
and Mogadishu.” & 


Alan W. Dowd is a contributing editor for The 
American Legion Magazine. 








t was January, 1968. Over Christmas, Bob Hope, Raquel Welch and 
other entertainers were in Vietnam performing for the Christmas 

holiday — and a group of lucky troops were able to see the show live. 
Back at home, Americans were able to see highlights of the shows on tele- 
vision in January, ever mindful of all those who were serving in Vietnam. 

With the start of the New Year, American troops were preparing for 
another year in Vietnam. Many longed to return home, and they counted 
down the days before their expected date to return home. The days were 
long and tedious and filled with uncertainty and danger. 

In this faraway country, a major Vietnamese holiday was also approaching: 
Tet, the Vietnamese New Year. The Tet holiday was the most celebrated 
time in Vietnam, and a time when the fighting in Vietnam usually ceased 
for a short period. Many South Vietnamese soldiers were granted leave and 
joined family and friends for this special celebration. 

Meanwhile, the North Vietnamese and Viet Cong had been planning for 
months a surprise attack on South Vietnam. The Communist forces would 
unleash a wave of attacks on South Vietnam while the South Vietnamese 
were celebrating their lunar New Year. With little warning, shortly after 
midnight, the sounds of combat exploded in Saigon and other locations. 

The assault had started. The Tet Offensive was well-organized and conducted 
countrywide, eventually including more than 100 towns and cities. The 
Tet Offensive was by far the largest military operation conducted up to 
that point in the war, and it proved to be a pivotal turning point in the war. 


The 50" Anniversary of the Tet Offensive 


In honor of the upcoming 50" anniversary of the Tet Offensive, and in 
salute to all who served during the Vietnam War, America Remembers 
proudly announces the Tet 50" Anniversary Tribute Pistol. For this 
historic Tribute, we selected a working Colt® Government Model® pistol 
in caliber .45 ACP, a classic military firearm, and a trusted sidearm 
during the Vietnam War. Only 1,000 Tributes will be issued in this 
exclusive edition. The artwork on the Tribute features banners and artwork 
highlighting important battles and scenes from the Tet Offensive. Craftsmen 
commissioned specifically for this project by America Remembers 
decorate each pistol in sparkling 24-karat gold and gleaming nickel, with 
blackened patinaed highlights to accentuate the details of the artwork. 

On the slide, you’ ll find six important battles of the Tet Offensive — Hue, 
Khe Sanh, Saigon, Da Nang, Quang Tri and Bien Hoa. Saigon was the 
capital of South Vietnam and the surprise attacks on Saigon during the first 
night included an attempt to overrun the US Embassy and to capture the 
National Radio Station. 

A Marine Corps Combat Base was located at Khe Sanh. The NVA had 
built up significant forces around Khe Sanh, far outnumbering Americans 
and South Vietnamese forces. During Tet, the NVA subjected the base 








to day and night bombardment, and cut off the 
overland supply route to the base. The base would 
remain under siege for more than two months. 

Hue was a cultural center in South Vietnam. The 
fighting in Hue was intense, and lasted for four weeks. 
The Marines and South Vietnamese forces had to fight 
building to building, street by street, to reclaim the city. 
Much of the city was destroyed and losses on both sides 
were high. 

Quang Tri City was in the north of Vietnam and an 
important government headquarters. It was an important 
target for the NVA. Bien Hoa and Da Nang were home to 
major military air bases for the United States. They were 
both attacked at the start of the Tet Offensive, but attacks were 
turned back by the allied forces. 


Order today and we will arrange delivery of your working 
Tribute through the licensed firearms dealer of your choice. 
You will receive your Tribute with our 30-day guarantee of 
satisfaction. If you are not completely satisfied, return your Tribute 
to us in original, unfired condition for a complete refund. 

Our nation’s involvement in Vietnam spanned three decades. 
It’s estimated that more than 2,500,000 Americans served in 
Vietnam. More than 58,000 lost their lives and another 350,000 
were wounded. When the Tet attack started, America had over 
400,000 soldiers and Marine servicemen in Vietnam. 

This historic 50" anniversary Tribute honors the generation who 
served during the Vietnam War. They didn’t hesitate to put their 
lives on the line and sacrifice when our country called. All of them 
deserve our gratitude. If you’re a veteran who served, or you want 
to honor a family member or friend who served, this handsome 
Tribute pistol will be a lasting tribute to all who honorably served 
in Vietnam. Order yours today to secure your place in this edition 
honoring all those who proudly served in Vietnam. 


The artwork on the right side includes an M48 tank. The M48 “Patton tanks” helped provide cover and firepower in the urban setting, 
as our troops reclaimed the cities, street by street. Both sides of the slide also feature a banner that reads Tet Offensive January 1968, 
commemorating this pivotal period in the war. On both sides of the slide, you’ll find crisscrossed M16 and M14 weapons used during 
the Tet Offensive, with the date 1968 and Tet Offensive and Lest We Forget at the bottom. 


I wish to reserve __ of the 

,a working Colt .45 pistol, at the current issue price of $1,995.* 
My deposit of $195 per pistol is enclosed. I wish to pay the balance 
at the rate of $100 per month, no interest or carrying charges. 
Certificate of Authenticity included. Thirty day return privilege. 


LL} Check enclosed for $ 


LI Charge payment of $ to: 
U VISA OU MasterCard UAMEX Ul Discover 


*All orders are subject to acceptance and 
credit verification prior to shipment. 
Shipping and handling will be added 

to each order. Virginia residents 
please add sales tax. 








No. 
L) 


Exp. 
I wish to reserve the optional, luxuriously lined, 
custom-made display case with locking glass lid. My payment 
of $149* is enclosed or add to credit card. 


Address 


City/State/Zip 


Daytime Telephone No.(____) 


10226 Timber Ridge Drive Ashland, Virginia 23005 
www.americaremembers.com 
To place your reservation toll-free call 


©AHL, Inc. 


The artwork on the Tribute features battles 
scenes from urban settings, like Saigon and 
Hue. You’ll also see an image of the flag 
raising over the Thuong Tu Gate at the 
Citadel in Hue. When Hue was overrun 

by the Communist forces, they quickly 
replaced the South Vietnamese flag which 
flew at the Citadel with a huge Viet Cong 
banner. This banner could be seen 
throughout the city and was a daily 
reminder of the overthrow and occupation 
of this treasured Vietnamese city by the 

Viet Cong and the NVA. This scene shows 

a South Vietnam banner once again flying 
over the citadel after the city was reclaimed 
on February 24, 1968. 
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An optional custom-built, wooden display 
case is available for purchase. 








A QUESTION OF 
INTERVENTION 
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Survivors appeal for help after 
Typhoon Haiyan ripped 
through the Philippines in 2013. 
U.S. assistance signaled that 
America is committed to its 
presence in the region. «ety 
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The president needs 
Congress’ help 
deciding when and 
where America will 
flex its muscle. 


BY ALAN W. DOWD 


en * 








t one point, the president called on Congress “in the cause 

of humanity ... to put an end to the barbarities, bloodshed, 
starvation and horrible miseries” being visited upon yet another 
friendless, foreign land. 

“Tt is no answer to say this is all in another country, belonging to 
another nation, and is therefore none of our business,” the president 
declared, pre-emptively challenging those who might counter that 
American military intervention should be limited to the narrow defense 
of U.S. interests. 

The president who made this impassioned case for humanitarian 
military intervention was William McKinley, in April 1898. 

McKinley’s speech explaining to Congress his decision to go to war in 
Cuba reminds us that humanitarian intervention is anything but a 
modern phenomenon. What McKinley and the Congress of 1898 might 
find surprising about 21st-century humanitarian interventions is that 
Congress is seldom involved in the process of determining where, when 
and whether the United States should intervene on humanitarian 
erounds. Perhaps it’s time for Congress to reassert itself - and help the 
commander in chief think through humanitarian operations. 


IN THE INTEREST OF HUMANITY The notion that once upon a time the 
United States was content to focus solely on self-interest is more fiction 
than fact. Even before McKinley made the case for America’s first 
humanitarian war, the United States had intervened on humanitarian 
erounds in Africa, Asia, Europe and the Americas. 

“In the autumn of 1832,” as the late historian Robert Bremner detailed 
in his book “American Philanthropy,” “when the starving people of the 
Cape Verde Islands rowed out to a ship hoping to buy food, they were 
astonished to learn that the vessel had been sent by the United States for 
the express purpose of relieving their necessities.” 

When Ireland was ravaged by famine in the 1840s, Bremner writes, 
“the contributions of Massachusetts alone required two sloops of war, 
four merchant ships and two steamers.” The Congressional Research 
Service (CRS) adds that the United States sent warships to Turkey in 
1851 “after a massacre of foreigners,” and U.S. forces protected 
civilians during an insurrection in Uruguay in 1868. 

So there was some precedent for humanitarian intervention in Cuba. 
It’s worth noting that McKinley’s request for a declaration of war did not 
directly blame Spain for the explosion of USS Maine. In fact, he took 
pains to report that Spain’s foreign minister had assured the U.S. 
ambassador, “Spain will do all that the highest honor and justice require 
in the matter of the Maine” and that Spain would accept the decision of 
“an impartial investigation.” 

In short, the Maine may have grabbed the headlines, but McKinley 
seemed more persuaded by what he called “the large dictates of 
humanity,” the need “to check the hopeless sacrifices of life by 
internecine conflicts” and the absence of “a stable government, capable 
of maintaining order” in Cuba. 

The American people and Congress agreed with McKinley - and 
understandably so, given that 100,000 Cubans had perished in Spanish- 
run concentration camps on the island. As historian Robert Kagan 
observes, “The fact that many believed they could do something ... 
helped convince them they should do something, that intervention was 
the only honorable course.” 
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Indeed, in the years that followed, honor and 
ideals would become increasingly important 
motivations for the United States in determining 
whether to intervene. Following McKinley’s lead, 
President Theodore Roosevelt argued against 
“cold-blooded indifference to the misery of the 
oppressed.” Even when “our own interests are not 
ereatly involved,” he declared, there are times to 
act “in the interest of humanity at large.” 

Roosevelt recognized that the national interest 
and the interest of humanity are not necessarily 
separate spheres; the two often overlap. He 
explained it this way: having “stable, orderly and 
prosperous” neighbors is in the national interest. 
Roosevelt understood that stability, order and 
prosperity - and instability, disorder and poverty, 
for that matter - are not fated upon nations. Rather, 
they are a function of government policies, which 
are, by definition, a function of governments. 

Thus, he argued, “Chronic wrongdoing or an 
impotence which results in a general loosening of 
the ties of civilized society” may sometimes 
“require intervention by a civilized nation.” He 
added that in “flagrant cases” the United States 
may be called upon to exercise “an international 
police power.” 

Given that he was defending his actions in 
Venezuela, Roosevelt spoke in terms of the Western 
Hemisphere. However, considering his expansion 
of the United States’ role in the world and explicit 
mention in this very speech of “the massacre of the 
Jews” in Russia and the “systematic and long- 
extended cruelty and oppression” of Armenians, 
it’s fair to conclude he was thinking globally. 


ENLIGHTENED SELF-INTEREST Of the 300-plus 
U.S. military interventions since 1798 tallied by 
CRS, at least 35 fall under the umbrella of 
humanitarian intervention - 14 of which occurred 
before U.S. entry into World War II. These include 
naval deployments in response to massacres in the 
Ottoman Empire; repeated interventions to restore 
order in Haiti, the Dominican Republic and China; 
and the deployment of U.S. forces to “police order 
between the Italians and Serbs” in Dalmatia, 
protect civilians in Honduras and “keep order” in 
Panama. 

As the United States began to bear more of the 
burden of international stability after World War II 
— and began to realize that international stability 
was in the national interest - more humanitarian 
interventions followed. The Berlin Airlift was the 
first of some 450 humanitarian airlifts during the 
Cold War. Post-Cold War, U.S. troops swooped in to 
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protect Iraq’s Kurds from Saddam Hussein and 
Iraq’s Yazidis from the Islamic State, end a 
man-made famine in Somalia, rescue Haiti from 
disasters and dictators, stop ethno-religious 
warfare in the Balkans, provide tsunami relief in 
Indonesia and Japan, prevent Muammar Qaddafi 
from turning Libya into another Bosnia, rebuild the 
Philippines after typhoons and floods, and smother 
Ebola in western Africa. 

We can add to this list President Trump’s 
decision to launch missile strikes against Bashar 
Assad’s military in response to chemical attacks in 
Syria. After all, Trump described the deaths of 
“innocent children” as “an affront to humanity.” 
This signaled an evolution for Trump. Before his 
election, he declared, “If we are going to intervene 
in a conflict it had better pose a direct threat to our 
interest.” It was also a realization that leading a 
superpower with a conscience is a thankless, 
endless but necessary task. 

At first glance, such interventions may not 
appear to serve the national interest. But many had 
strategic as well as humanitarian implications. 

The Berlin Airlift rescued a city from starvation 
and tyranny, highlighted the differences between 
the United States and the Soviet Union, and dealt a 
blow to Stalin. Helping the Kurds limited Saddam’s 
reach and forged what is now a decades-old 
military partnership. Ending Slobodan Milosevic’s 
campaign of ethnic cleansing stabilized NATO’s 
doorstep. Early intervention in Africa prevented 
Ebola from spreading into Europe and America. 
Getting Japan back on its feet helped an ally return 
to important work of regional deterrence. Assisting 
the Philippines after Typhoon Haiyan sent “a signal 
to all of Southeast Asia, to Asia, that the U.S. is 
serious about its presence,” explains Ramon 
Casiple of the Philippines’ Institute for Political and 
Electoral Reform. Punishing Assad reinforced the 
international taboo against chemical weapons, 
reassured allies in Europe and the Middle East, 
and reminded North Korea, Iran and other rogues 
of America’s deterrent capabilities. 

In short, humanitarian operations aren’t purely 
charity work. Rather, they are often expressions of 
enlightened self-interest. First, they address 
instability and chaos. As we have learned since the 
days of McKinley and Roosevelt, instability in 
other parts of the world has a way of undermining 
U.S. interests - and sometimes even spawns direct 
threats to the United States. Second, humanitarian 
operations generate goodwill, which helps 
Washington conduct foreign policy and defend the 
national interest. 
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As an Air Force report puts it, humanitarian 
operations do far more than help those in need. 
They “ensure friendly regimes ... will be receptive 
to Americans politically, economically and 
militarily.” 


BURDEN SHARING The need for humanitarian 
intervention is arguably not greater today than in 
the past. However, our awareness of humanitarian 
crises and our ability to address them are. That’s 
because mass communications in this networked 
world make averting our gaze from mass suffering 
— what Roosevelt called the “misery of the 
oppressed” - nearly impossible. Also, 21st-century 
America’s reach and resources are such that 
claiming our nation is unable to help would simply 
be a lie. 

Yet just because America has the ability to 
intervene anywhere and everywhere doesn’t mean 
it should. The United States is not omnipotent and 
hence cannot fix everything. 

When Roosevelt spoke of humanitarian 
intervention, he conceded, “The cases in which we 
could interfere by force of arms ... are necessarily 
very few.” One reason he included that 
qualification surely is that the United States of his 
day was just coming into its own as a global 
power. Another likely reason: in this broken world, 
there will always be evil men, willful acts of 
brutality and benign neglect that will shock the 
conscience of the American people - too much 
evil, too many brutalities, too much neglect even 
for a good and great nation to address in every 
instance. Even a superpower must husband its 
economic, political and military resources. 

Indeed, as Roosevelt understood, a president 
must balance America’s ideals and interests - a 
sense of justice with a recognition that power is a 
finite resource. Answering every emergency call 
would drain America’s capacity to serve as 
civilization’s last line of defense, undermine 
domestic support for international engagement, 
and erode the U.S. military’s ability to carry out its 
primary mission: defending and protecting the 
people, territory and interests of the United States. 
In 2016, The American Legion passed Resolution 
No. 205, declaring that “support for democracy and 
human rights in other countries” should be an 
objective of U.S. foreign policy “when such is 
consistent with U.S. national interests and national 
power.” 

This is where Congress can help the commander 
in chief. The Military Humanitarian Operations 
Act (MHOA) aims to do that. 
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The bill, originally introduced in 2012 by then- 
Sen. Jim Webb, D-Va., and Sen. Mike Lee, R-Utah, 
has been reintroduced by Lee in the new Congress. 
It was initially an outgrowth of congressional 
frustration over how the United States intervened 
in Libya in 2011. As one Democratic lawmaker said 
at the time, administration officials “consulted the 
United Nations. They did not consult the United 
States Congress.” That seems precisely backwards. 

To be sure, presidents have unique authority 
under the Constitution to wage war. After all, the 
Constitution describes the president as the 
“commander in chief.” Presidents must have the 
flexibility to act swiftly in defense of U.S. interests. 

Hence, MHOA narrowly defines military 
humanitarian operations as those “where hostile 
activities are reasonably anticipated” and where 
the aim is “preventing or responding to a 
humanitarian catastrophe.” 

MHOA would not affect retaliatory operations, 
those aimed at preventing or repelling attacks on 
the United States or its interests, operations to 
protect or rescue U.S. citizens or personnel, 
operations to fulfill treaty commitments, freedom 
of navigation operations, and/or operations in 
response to natural disasters “where no civil 
unrest or combat with hostile forces is reasonably 
anticipated.” 

At the same time, the president’s war-making 
power should not undermine the co-equal role the 
Constitution accords Congress in determining 
whether U.S. forces should be put into harm’s way. 

When it comes to launching military operations 
to support humanitarian aims - operations where 
no national interests are directly at stake and 
where there is no immediate threat to the United 
States, as in Somalia in 1992, Kosovo in 1999 
and Libya in 2011 - seeking congressional 
authorization should not be seen as a hindrance. 
In fact, Congress can help the president by 
conferring legitimacy on a humanitarian operation 
(thereby sharing the responsibility of intervention) 
or by rejecting plans for intervention (thereby 
preventing the president from committing to an 
effort lacking public support). 

Part of being a great power is coping with the 
heavy burden that comes from intervening in 
humanitarian crises — and the equally heavy 
burden of choosing not to intervene. Now, as in 
McKinley’s day, it makes sense for the White 
House to share that burden with Congress. & 


Alan W. Dowd is a senior fellow with the Sagamore 
Institute Center for America’s Purpose. 
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something until it’s gone. That’s how I feel 20 percent. However, pensions still exist. The 
about pensions. A monthly stream of military, many teacher retirement systems and 
suaranteed income, sometimes inflation-adjusted, millions of federal government jobs typically offer 
for the rest of your life is a beautiful thing. pensions. And when it comes time to receive those 
When I entered the workforce, many major pensions, the decision of whether to choose a 


corporations included a pension in their benefits survivor benefit option looms large. 
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The offerings differ from plan to plan, but at 
the core you elect to receive a smaller monthly 
check in exchange for your survivor receiving a 
continued benefit, at some level, when you die. 
For example, the military’s Survivor Benefit Plan 
(SBP) provides the survivor 55 percent of the 
covered retirement benefit at a cost of 6.5 percent. 

Let’s look at how this would work for a military 
retiree receiving a monthly retirement check of 
$2,000. The retiree would pay $130 per month for 
SBP coverage (thus receiving a smaller monthly 
check while he or she is alive), and if that person 
died today, his or her surviving spouse would 
continue to receive $1,100 per month with 
inflation adjustments each year. 

It’s a big decision, and every situation is 
different. If you’re getting ready to make up your 
mind, here are six things to consider: 


m@ Look at the overall protection plan. The 
decision to elect a survivor option does not 
happen in a vacuum. Your existing insurance 
coverage, accumulated assets and other income 
streams all figure into your financial picture. The 
bigger the role a pension plays in your income 
plan and the fewer the other supporting elements, 
the more likely you may be to say “yes” to a 
survivor benefit option. 


= Monthly income is valuable. It’s often a 
surprise to clients when I put a price tag on the 
values of their pensions. A couple of thousand 
dollars a month can equate to hundreds of 
thousands in lifetime value. That makes the 
survivor benefit decision critically important. 
Don’t underestimate the value of your pension. 
A pension of $2,000 per month received for 30 
years is worth around $400,000. Add inflation 
adjustments, and that value skyrockets to nearly 
$600,000 (over a 30-year period, 4 percent 
discount rate and 2.5 percent inflation). 


m Assess your income sources. At its core, a 
pension provides monthly income you'll use to 
cover everyday expenses. However, it’s not all 
you'll have. Your spouse’s pension, Social 
Security and perhaps annuity income can all play 
a role in your retirement income plan. Racking 
and stacking your core expenses - food, utilities, 
health care, insurance, etc. - and ensuring you 
have enough money to cover it all is ideal. 
Consider what will happen if the pension goes 
away. Will you be OK? 
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@ Insurance can be a substitute. Life insurance 
provides a lump sum at the time of your death. 
That money can be used to re-create the income 
provided by a pension. However, it’s important 
that the life insurance policy you have is adequate 
and in place at the time of your death. Obviously, 
most of us don’t know when we're going to pass 
away, but buying a 10- or 15-year term policy at 62 
in lieu of choosing a survivor pension benefit 
could leave your loved one with no coverage or 
recourse if you die after the coverage expires. 
That’s why when people are considering life 
insurance instead of a pension survivor option, 

I caution them against falling in love with an 
inexpensive option (term insurance) that might 
not be there when you need it. 


m@ Life expectancy and health matter. The 
tables used by insurance actuaries may not 
dovetail with your personal situation. There’s a 
99.9 percent chance that the next airplane you get 
on will deliver you safely to your destination. 

Of course, that statistic isn’t helpful if the 
unthinkable happens. If your spouse is older or in 
bad health, or you’re a woman married to an older 
male, a survivor option may make less sense. 


m@ Read the fine print. Some survivor health-care 
coverage or other benefits may be contingent on 
your receiving your deceased spouse’s pension. 
This could be a critical element of your overall 
financial security in retirement. Read the fine 
print. If your spouse was in a job that didn’t pay 
into Social Security and receives a pension, he or 
she could be eligible for a lot less in Social 
Security benefits; this could make a survivor 
option more important. 

In short, choosing the survivor benefit option is 
a big decision - so significant that federal law 
requires a spouse to sign off on it. So do your 
homework, and make a plan that works for you 
today and into the future. & 


J.J. Montanaro is a certified financial planner with 
USAA’s Military Affairs Advocacy Group. USAA is 
The American Legion’s preferred provider of finan- 
cial services. 
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Artists Brian Goodwin, left, and 
Mike Skeletal stand in front of their 
completed mural in downtown 
Amherst, Ohio. photobycaytomneth 


HONOR & REMEMBRANCE 


Ohio mural honors 12 fallen 
heroes from war on terrorism 


“Let the pride override the pain,” Marti Miller tells herself before getting 
out of bed every morning. Her son, Army Sgt. Norman Lane Tollett, was 
killed in Iraq on April 28, 2007, and buried one day shy of his 31st birthday. 

The faces of Tollett and nine other fallen post-9/11 servicemen are now 
immortalized on a mural in the heart of downtown Amherst, Ohio. Two 
other fallen soldiers are commemorated with battle crosses and dog tags. 
On Veterans Day, several Gold Star families, American Legion Post 118 
members, Legion Riders, and hundreds of community members dedicated 
the painting, united in paying tribute to the Lorain County heroes. 

“I'm bringing awareness and honor to our veterans in the way that | know 
how to do it — that’s by painting,” said artist Mike Sekletar, a member of SAL 
Squadron 118 member in Amherst. 

Co-artist Brian Goodwin agreed. “They always say ‘never forget,’ and now 
you can't. I’m serving our country the best way | can - with a paintbrush.” 

Tollett was 27 when he told his mother that he wanted to join the 82nd 
Airborne. “He said, ‘Mom, if | can take the place of a young husband, if | can 
take the place of a father with young children at home, that will be my 
contribution.’ And he did,” Miller said. 

Gazing at the image of their son kneeling in the mural’s forefront, Tom 
and Sherry Barnes — parents of Airman 1st Class Eric Barnes, killed in Iraq in 
2007 — noted how the artists captured his “bright smile, the person that he 
was. We can’t thank them enough for what they’ve done for all of our boys.” 

Since 2011, Sekletar has transformed a blank two-story brick wall into a 
timeline honoring veterans over four generations. His first mural re-created 
the famous photograph of the Iwo Jima flag-raising, followed by a rendition 
of the Vietnam War painting “Reflections” with the names of 98 fallen men 
from Lorain County, and then a tribute to veterans of the Korean War. 

Other fallen servicemen memorialized by the newest mural are Army 
Capt. Michael J. Medders, Marine Lance Cpl. David R. Hall, Army Staff Sgt. 
James P. Hunter, Marine Lance Cpl. Ryan “Goose” Giese, Army Sgt. Daniel M. 
Shepard, Army Master Sgt. Robert H. West, Army Sgt. Louis Torres, Army Sgt. 
Benjamin W. Biskie, Army Spc. Jason N. Cox and Army Sgt. Bruce E. Horner. 

This spring, the artists will add Horner and Cox to the mural, as their 
pictures arrived after work was underway. 

“The honor to do this for the families is all mine,” Sekletar said. “This mural 
hits home in a different way than the others because these are real men who 
gave their all for their country.” 

— Cameran Richardson 


Watch a video about the mural online: € www.legion.org/honor 
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MILITARY AFFAIRS 
Army eyes 
high ground. 


The Army is expanding its force of 
officers, soldiers and civilian enablers 
focused on operations in space. As 
Defense One reports, the number of space 
operations officers has grown from 23 in 
1999 to 412 today, and the Army’s overall 
“Space Cadre” has increased from 2,047 
personnel in 2011 to 4,169 today. 

The Army’s space force is primed to 
grow even faster in the year ahead. 
“We're on track to train well over a 
thousand soldiers next year,” Robert 
Hoffman, the Army’s chief of space 
training, told Defense One. 

The reason: Army officials are 
increasingly aware that “space 
capabilities are integrated in day-to-day 
operations,” Defense One explains. As 
Joan Rousseau, who heads the Army’s 
Space Training and Integration 
operations, told Defense One, “We've had 
over a 1,200-percent increase in requests 
for training, and that’s because the 
word’s getting out that the soldiers are 
heavily reliant and the Army has become 
a very space-dependent type of 
organization.” 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
Return trip for 
U.S. carrier 


In yet another signal aimed at 
answering China's aggressive actions, 
the Pentagon and Vietnam's defense 
ministry have agreed on a plan that will 
send a U.S. aircraft carrier on a port visit 
to Vietnam in 2018. 

As The National Interest reports, it will 
mark “the first time an American carrier 
will be in the country since the end of 
the Vietnam War.” 

The deal was finalized during a 
meeting between Vietnam’s Defense 
Minister Ngo Xuan Lich and U.S. 
Secretary of Defense James Mattis. 

The U.S. carrier will most likely port at 
Cam Ranh Bay, which was recently 
refitted with piers “to accommodate 
aircraft carriers,” TN/ notes, adding that 
the submarine tender USS Frank Cable 
and the guided-missile destroyer USS 
John §. McCain docked in Cam Ranh Bay 
in 2016. 
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RAPID FIRE 


HONOR & REMEMBRANCE 


Park in Idaho to 
remember inspiration 
behind new post 


Operation Iraqi Freedom Army veteran 
Matt Wheeler inspired others in the tiny 
town of White Bird, Idaho, to charter a new 
American Legion post in 2016. His fellow 
veterans in the Salmon River Valley helped 
him get his life turned around after he came 
home with post-traumatic stress disorder. 
His successful road to sobriety and PTSD 
treatment was described as “river therapy” 


in the September 2017 American Legion 
Magazine. His story was also referenced ina 
speech to start off the national membership 
workshop in August — an expression of not 
only “who we are and what we do, but why 
we are.” 

On Aug. 28, Wheeler died after an 
automobile accident near his home in 
Massachusetts, where he was studying to 
become a recreational therapist for other 
veterans facing postwar difficulties. He is 
survived by a 5-year-old daughter. 

He was laid to rest with full military 
honors at the Maine Veterans Cemetery in 
Augusta, Maine, on Sept. 8. 

American Legion Post 152 in White Bird 
plans to recondition its local veterans 
memorial park to make Wheeler's recovery 
— and the power of Legion veteran-to- 
veteran support — an inspiration for 
generations to come. The post’s goal is to 
have the park fully restored by July 4, 2018, 
a project that Post 152 Adjutant Homer 
Brown - who served with Wheeler in the 
Army - said will cost about $40,000. 

Contributions to the Matt Wheeler Fund 
to rebuild the park can be made to The 
American Legion Department of Idaho, 901 
W. Warren St., Boise, ID 83706, or by visiting 
the department's “donate” page at www. 
legion.org/idaho. 


The veterans 


memorial park in 

White Bird, Idaho, 

will be restored in 

memory ofMatt "7 4% 
Wheeler. photoby ett storter a4 By fi 
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National Commander Denise H. Rohan delivers remarks at a ceremonial 
groundbreaking for the World War | memorial in Washington, D.C. phototy ared soares 


HONOR & REMEMBRANCE 


‘A memorial that’s long overdue’ 


On Nov. 9, the U.S. World War One Centennial Commission hosted a 
ceremonial groundbreaking for the National World War | Memorial at 
Pershing Park, a block from the White House on Pennsylvania Avenue. 

American Legion National Commander Denise H. Rohan joined 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs David Shulkin, Army Chief of Staff Gen. Mark 
Milley and other leaders at the event, which centered on the importance 
of commemorating in the nation’s capital the 4.7 million Americans who 
served in the “war to end all wars.” 

“They are gone now, but their legacy endures,” Rohan said. “We must 
remember them, and this historic memorial will serve as a perpetual 
reminder of their sacrifice and heroism.” 

Rohan presented a check for $300,000 from the national organization 
toward the memorial’s construction, following an earlier donation of 
$70,000. That’s in addition to funds being raised at the local level by 
American Legion posts, American Legion Riders chapters, Auxiliary units 
and Sons of The American Legion squadrons. 

The memorial could cost up to $40 million and is expected to be 
completed by Nov. 11, 2018. Fundraising, including sales of a World War | 
commemorative coin produced by the U.S. Mint, is underway. 

Keynote speakers used shovels to turn dirt from the Meuse-Argonne 
battlefield in France, site of the largest military battle in U.S. history. More 
than a million Americans fought in the offensive. 

Joe Weishaar, the project’s lead architect, thanked everyone in 
attendance for their support, saying he has a stack of mail from families 
of World War | veterans telling him what this memorial means to them. “It 
matters not just to me and you, but to the people we represent,” he said. 

Edward Hogan is chaplain for the Legion’s D.C. department and a 
member of Department of Labor Post 42. He said he’s eager to see World 
War | veterans given the same recognition as veterans of every other war. 

“I think it’s the right place for a memorial that’s long overdue,” said 
Hogan, a Korean War veteran whose father served in World War I. 
“Pennsylvania is Main Street for people all over the world, but especially 
for Americans. This is where our inauguration parades are, and other 
events. Pershing Park is the right place to put a World War | memorial.” 

Alfredo Diaz, vice commander of National Press Club Post 20 in 
Washington, D.C., is also a fan of the site. Pershing helped found his post, 
which is a short walk from the park. “It’s a historic location,” he said. 

— Matt Grills 
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RAPID FIRE 


THE GREAT 


war LOO 


HONOR & REMEMBRANCE 


‘It 1s all 
very brutal 
and very 
interesting’ 


Editor’s note: Throughout the 
Great War's centennial, The 
American Legion Magazine will publish excerpts from the 
letters of D.B. “Bernard” Ryan of Albion, N.Y., who served as an 
Army infantry officer and helped found American Legion Sheret 
Post 35 in 1919. 





HEADQUARTERS CO., 309th INFANTRY, CAMP DIX, N.J. 
JAN. 1, 1918 


Dear Mother - 

The New Year! May it bring us together again! 

The party was a big success. There were two floats, a 
crowd of freaks, lots of red flare lights and horns and rattles, 
paper caps, etc. The general and the colonel reviewed the 
parade in front of the Regimental Headquarters and the 
men then marched to the YMCA, filling it to overflowing and 
tearing the roof off with noise. The program was made up of 
songs and tableaux and instrumental numbers and a boxing 
match. We had lots of lemonade (too much) and plenty of 
pretzels and other crackers, which | got late in the afternoon 
at Wrightstown after delivery from Trenton disappointed us. 

The party broke up last night shortly after 10 tho the men 
had permission to be out after taps. A number of us sat up 
talking until we suddenly discovered that it was 1918. 


JAN. 24, 1918 

We went through the gas house to get the experience of 
meeting the gases and to get confidence in our helmets. 
First they sprayed some acid, which affects the eyes only 
and we went in with our masks on and after a few minutes 
pulled them off and rushed out — but we got the effects, all 
right. Then a little chlorine gas was sprayed into the room 
and we walked through without masks to get the odor and 
effects of that. They then sprinkled in a heavy concentration 
of chlorine gas, enough they said to make 2 or 3 breaths 
fatal, and we went in with our masks on and stayed several 
minutes. We had no ill effects, so the masks must have 
worked very well. It is all very brutal and very interesting. 

Have today been promoted to Ist It. | don’t know just 
what status | will be in now. It has been rather a joke here 
lately, with an officer to about each squad of men. The men 
certainly ought to be well trained but there is nothing to be 
accomplished — nothing of progress in this weather and 
without equipment. Well, | am glad anyway. Here’s hoping 
something especially good will work out of it. 

Love, DBR 
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CENTENNIAL 


Post 80, Downers Grove, IIl. 


According to post historian Dave Wisbrock, World 
War II veteran and post member Ralph Adams built this 
Memorial Day display in the 1970s and set it up in 
downtown Downers Grove. Local businesses donated 
metal, lumber and flowers for the project. Adams has 
since passed away, and so have the businesses. 


SHARE YOUR POST’S LEGACY 
Upload stories, photos and videos of your post's history 


on the Legion’s Centennial Celebration website. 
€ www.legion.org/centennial 





On repaying 
VA for GI Bill 
benefits 


Q: / enrolled in college and registered 
for classes, but before the classes 
started | dropped them for personal 
reasons. | received payment for my 

GI Bill benefits and want to return the money VA sent me for 
housing and books. Is there a process to send money back 

to VA? 


A? You will need to contact your VA office at the college. 
It will terminate your enrollment. When the agency 
receives a certification stating that you have been 
unenrolled, it will send you a bill for housing and books. 
If VA paid the college, the college will receive a bill for 
tuition paid. You must receive a bill from VA before you 
send the money back. If you want to contact VA, the 
toll-free number is 1-888-442-4551. 





Teme talaga lay 


Valerie Heffner is a Marine Corps veteran and member of 
American Legion Post 27 in Apache Junction, Ariz. 
askvalerie@legion.org 
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RAPID FIRE 


PERSONAL FINANCE 





FOCUS ON For a lot of folks, January brings a 
ae new commitment to eliminating 
debt. And if the numbers are any 
indicator, it’s warranted. Last 
summer, the Federal Reserve 
reported that Americans owe more 
; a than a trillion dollars in revolving 
FEE LY debt — what most of us know as 
credit card debt. That’s double the 
amount we carried 20 years ago. 

| don’t have the definitive answer on how to turn the tide 
on this ever-growing wave of credit card debt, but | can offer 
an approach that might help. During an employee podcast, 
| sooke with one of USAA’s financial advice directors, Mikel 
Van Cleve, about a concept for knocking out debt. He calls it 
“the 3 A's.” While the tactics aren't new, | thought his 
packaging was novel. Let’s take a closer look. 
@ Assess. The first step to getting out of debt is to 
determine how far you are in debt. No hiding or 
conveniently “forgetting.” Get it all out in the open by 
creating a comprehensive list of what you owe, required 
payments and interest rates. These factors will play a key 
role in developing your game plan to put this menace in 
your rearview mirror or, more emphatically, to squash it 
under your tires. During this phase, scour your spending to 
identify opportunities to cut back or cut out and free up 
cash to direct to your debt. 
@ Avoid. If every step of your debt elimination journey is 
accompanied by two, three or four steps back, things will 
not go well. You must avoid using your credit cards if you 
expect to make progress. Obviously, this is easier said than 
done. 





MILITARY AFFAIRS 


Problems with next-gen 
Air Force One 


Congress is raising questions with Pentagon brass over a 
major change to the next generation of Air Force One 
aircraft — specifically, the plane’s lack of mid-flight refueling 
capability, as DoD Buzz reports. 

In testimony, Joint Chiefs Chairman Gen. Joseph Dunford 
suggested it was the White House’s decision. “I think it had 
to do with the fiscal constraints on the program,” he said. 

The capability exists on current Air Force One platforms. 
In fact, the White House website highlights the feature: 
“Capable of refueling midair, Air Force One has unlimited 
range and can carry the president wherever he needs to 
travel.” However, midair refueling has never been used in 
operational flight, “not even (by) former President George 
W. Bush, whose aircraft loitered in the air for eight hours 
after the Sept. 11 attacks.” 
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So try these tips to help yourself out: 
- If you have several credit cards in your wallet, remove all 
but one and put a piece of red tape on that remaining card 
to remind you that it’s for emergencies only. Removing the 
tape before swiping or reading the numbers on the card 
could cause just enough of a delay to allow you to forgo the 
transaction. 
- Set a goal to sock away at least $1,000 in a savings account. 
That way, if you have an unexpected expense, you can tap 
your cash stash rather than your credit card. 
- Freeze your cards in a bowl of water — no joke! Better yet, 
chop them up with scissors or shred them (all except one!). 
In other words, don’t use them. Remember, once you've 
paid off a card, you don’t necessarily want to cancel or close 
it; this could negatively affect your credit score. 
@ Attack. Here, you turn good intentions and a plan into 
results. The way you go about tackling credit card debt is 
semi-controversial. Some experts say you should pay off 
credit cards with the highest interest rate first. Others 
believe you should start with the card that has the lowest 
balance so that you create momentum by knocking out a 
card quickly. At USAA, our view is to save on interest. But we 
also recognize that not everyone is motivated in the same 
way. Choose the approach that works for you. 

There you have it. Now you’ve got an easy-to-remember 
approach to reverse the trend on your revolving debt — one 
A ata time. 


J.J. Montanaro is a certified financial planner with USAA, The 
American Legion’s preferred provider of financial services. 
Submit questions for him online. 


€® www.legion.org/usaa/focusonfinances 





VERBATIM NS sau 


Maybe it’s a bribe for St. Peter. 


Frank Olivieri Jr., owner of Pat’s King of Steaks 
sandwich shop in Philadelphia, on a customer’s wish to 
be buried with not one but two cheesesteaks. Richard 
Lussi, who died of heart complications Oct. 10, said he 
didn’t want to enter the afterlife hungry. He also told 
his family, “If you’re going to Pat’s, you always get two 
(cheesesteaks). You never order just ONE.” source: the Philadelphia inquirer 


ATTENTION VETERANS! 


* 
A PERFECT SOLUTION FOR: $2 5 0 
Y Arthritis and COPD sufferers . 
Y Those with mobility issues OF | 
v¥ Anyone who struggles on l 
7" a 


the stairs 


Ease of 


Use" BBB Save $250 and receive your 
FREE information kit with DVD! 


emery CALL TODAY! 
gy 


Acorn Stairlifts has an At Rating with 
the Better Business Bureau, and is the 
only stairlift in the world to earn the 
Ease of Use Commendation from the 
Arthritis Foundation. 


*Not valid on previous purchases. Not valid with any other offers or discounts. Not valid 
on refurbished models. Only valid towards purchase of a NEW Acorn Stairlift directly from 
the manufacturer. $250 discount will be applied to new orders. Please mention this ad 
when calling. AZ ROC 278722, CA 942619, MN LC670698, OK 50110, OR CCB 198506, 


RI 88, WA ACORNSI8940B, WV WV049654, MA HIC169936, NJ 13VHO7752300, PA 
PA101967, CT ELV 0425003-R5. 
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Paramount Rare Coin & Currency 
230 Country Lane Drive - Lumberton, Texas 77657 
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First time customers only. Price are subject to change with metal fluctuations. All rights reserved Paramount RCC, LLC. #AL0117 








ALABAMA 
Willis Frazier 





DELAWARE DISTRICT OF 
John A. Endres COLUMBIA 
Bronislaw R. 
Mogenis 








INDIANA IOWA 
Jerry L. Jordon 


Jerry D. Sebben 





MICHIGAN 


MEXICO 
Michael D. Wood Raymond W. 
Moore 





NEW HAMPSHIRE NEW JERSEY 


William R. Roy Charles K. 
Robbins 





‘ i 
OREGON PENNSYLVANIA 
Robert D. Dennis C. Haas 
Liebenow 





TEXAS 
C.W. Sparks 


Terry Schow 


- 
ARKANSAS 


ALASKA 
James E. Pisa 


ARIZONA 
Richard W. Perry 






AN 


FLORIDA 





FRANCE GEORGIA 
Dennis R. Boland Nola Maloney Charles 
Wessinger 





KANSAS KENTUCKY 


LOUISIANA 
David O. Joseph Flynn Charles D. 
Warnken Aucoin 





\ ae 
MINNESOTA MISSISSIPPI MISSOURI 
Marland Robert Gosa Kenneth J. Goth 
Ronning 


P 
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NEW YORK 
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NEW MEXICO 


NORTH CAROLINA 
Felix Trujillo Edward Jeff W. Joyner 
Bertrand 





we 


PHILIPPINES 






ra 


PUERTO RICO RHODE ISLAND 


Lawrence E. Angel O. Cory D. Bates 
Wade Narvaez-Negron 





WASHINGTON 


VERMONT VIRGINIA 
Marlys A. Michael Mitrione Kenneth Lee 
Lemnah 
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Mary V. Erdman 
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COLORADO CONNECTICUT 


CALIFORNIA 
Janet M. Wilson Thomas Florez D. Joseph 
Jackson 





HAWAII 
David R. Carlson 


IDAHO 
Arthur L. Gimpel 


ILLINOIS 
Bernard 
Stegmueller 
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MAINE 


MARYLAND MASSACHUSETTS 
John W. Michael L. William J. 
Hargreaves Mooney Jr. Chisholm 





MONTANA NEBRASKA NEVADA 
Mervin William D. Ronald L. 
Gunderson Crosier Michalski 









NORTH DAKOTA OHIO 


OKLAHOMA 
Robert L. Krause Dennis E. Timothy Smith 
Clausing 





a 
SOUTH CAROLINA 
Cecil F. Hennis 


- y 
TENNESSEE 
Don Mathis 






SOUTH DAKOTA 
James Huls 





WYOMIN 
Terry E. Miller 





WISCONSIN 
Kenneth J. Rynes 


WEST VIRGINIA 
William W. Kile 


Breakthrough technology converts phone calls to captions. 


New amplified phone lets you % 
hear AND see the conversation. 
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The Hamilton® CapTel® Captioned Telephone converts phone conversations 


to easy-to-read captions for individuals with hearing loss. 


Do you get discouraged when 

you hear your telephone ring? 

Do you avoid using your phone 
because hearing difficulties make 
it hard to understand the person 
on the other end of the line? For 
many Americans the telephone 
conversation — once an important 
part of everyday life — has become 


WiFi Capable. Callers do not 
need special equipment or a 
captioned telephone in order 
to speak with you. 


Finally... a phone 
you can use again. 
The Hamilton CapTel 


a thing of the past. Because they alee a 
can’t understand what is said fast resda nal 
to them on the phone, they’re P ’ 
often cut off from friends, family, make phone 
doctors and caregivers. Now, calls easier. 
thanks to innovative technology The keypad 
there is finally a better way. has large, % 
easy to use = T= 
A simple idea... made possible buttons. You “YY, ; 
with sophisticated technology. get adjustable C4 Laduala 


If you have trouble understanding 
a Call, captioned telephone can 
change your life. During a phone 
call the words spoken to you 
appear on the phone’s screen — 
similar to closed captioning on 
TV. So when you make or receive 
a call, the words spoken to you 
are not only amplified by 

the phone, but scroll across 
the phone so you can listen 
while reading everything 

that’s said to you. Each 

call is routed through a call 
center, where computer 


volume amplification 

along with the ability to 

save captions for review later. It 
even has an answering machine 
that provides you with the 
captions of each message. 







technology — aided by alive SEE what 
representative — generates you've been 
voice-to-text translations. missing! 


The captioning is real-time, 
accurate and readable. 
Your conversation is private 
and the captioning service 
doesn’t cost you a penny. Internet 
Protocol Captioned Telephone 
Service (IP CTS) is regulated 

and funded by the Federal 
Communications Commission 
(FCC) and is designed exclusively 
for individuals with hearing loss. 
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for the birthday Card 
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“For years | avoided phone 
calls because | couldn't 
understand the caller... 

now I don’t miss a thing!” 


See for yourself with our 
exclusive home trial. Try a 
captioned telephone in your 
own home and if you are not 
completely amazed, simply 
return it within 60-days for a 
refund of the product purchase 
price. It even comes witha 
o-year warranty. 


Captioned 
Telephone 


Call now for our special 
introductory price! 


Call now Toll-Free 


1-888-854-8562 


Please mention promotion code 107945. 


To learn more, visit www.fcc.gov. 
The Hamilton CapTel phone 
requires telephone service and 
high-speed Internet access. 





— 
& 


The Captioning Telephone is intended for use by people with hearing loss. In purchasing a Captioning Telephone, you 
acknowledge that it will be used by someone who cannot hear well over a traditional phone. Hamilton is a registered 
trademark of Nedelco, Inc. d/b/a Hamilton Telecommunications. CapTel is a registered trademark of Ultratec, Inc. 
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ALABAMA 
Donna K. Stacey 


ALASKA 
Kirk Waldhaus 


ARIZONA 





FRANCE 


DELAWARE DISTRICT OF FLORIDA 
MaryAnna COLUMBIA Stephen Shuga James Dennis 
Moderhak Preston 

Herald Ill 





INDIANA 


KANSAS KENTUCKY 
Martin Michael L. Etzel Terrence N. Marr Bill Stewart 
Dziglowicz 






MISSISSIPPI 


MINNESOTA 


MICHIGAN 










MEXICO 
Milo Vukovich Brett Holt Michael Schaffer Ray Barrett 
I 
‘4 
. 
m 
NEW HAMPSHIRE NEW JERSEY NEW MEXICO NEW YORK 
David A. Darryl J. Reid Evon Harrison Rena M. Nessler 
Meaney Sr. 





OREGON PHILIPPINES PUERTO RICO 


PENNSYLVANIA 
Eugene G. Paul M. Kennedy Gordon G. Alfonso M. 
Hellickson Grubb Jr. Christian 


UTAH VERMONT VIRGINIA 
John Hince Alexander J. Huzon J. Thomas E. Lee Ill 
Aerts Stewart Ill 


TEXAS 
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Domingo Bonilla 








He | 
COLORADO 


ARKANSAS CALIFORNIA 
Michael Robert Heinisch Terri L. Clinton 
Westergren 





HAWAII 


GEORGIA IDAHO 
John A. Pizzo John Williams George A. 
Woodman 






MARYLAND 


LOUISIANA MAINE 
Rodney S. Randall G. Kluj James P. 
Holliday Marchinke 





NEBRASKA 


MISSOURI MONTANA 
Cary Kellett Larry G. Dobb James A. 
Costello 
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NORTH CAROLINA 
Carol Barker 


NORTH DAKOTA 
Karen J. Meier 


Stanley Pleasant 









RHODE ISLAND SOUTH CAROLINA SOUTH DAKOTA 


Neil M. Tack Michael D. Hugh W. Holmes 
Strauss 


WASHINGTON WISCONSIN 


Gary Roach 


WEST VIRGINIA 
Frank Cooley 














Laurel M. Clewell 





CONNECTICUT 
Edward A. 
Degumbia 





ILLINOIS 
Robert 
Henderson 





MASSACHUSETTS 
Michael P. Davis 





NEVADA 
Yvette L. 
Weigold 





OKLAHOMA 
John Bloxom 





TENNESSEE 
Bobby E. Ferrell 
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WYOMING 
Kenneth V. 


Persson Sr. 





Walk-in Bathtubs by imeritan Slandard 
Be Safe & Independent! 
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Backed by American Standard’s 140 years of experience. 
Ultra low entry for easy entering and exiting. 
Patented Quick Drain® fast water removal system. 


The ONLY Lifetime Warranty on the bathtub AND installation, 
INCLUDING labor backed by American Standard. 


44 Hydrotherapy jets for an invigorating massage. 






= 


$1,500 in Savings INCLUDES a 
; ’ FREE American Standard Toilet 





Finance Options Available! 
Low Monthly Payments!" 





ri: 
Trusted Professional 
Installation with 
ity a Mie 
Warranty! 


Receive a free American Standard Cadet toilet with full installation of a Liberation Walk-In Bath, Liberation Shower, or Deluxe 
Shower. Offer valid only while supplies last. Limit one per household. Must be first time purchaser. www.AmericanStandard- 
Bathtubs.com for other restrictions and for licensing, warranty, and company information. *Subject to 4rd party credit approval. 
Minimum monthly payments required. CSLB B982796; Suffolk NY:554.5IH; NYC:-HIC#2022748-DCA. Safety Tubs Co. LLC 
does not sell in Nassau NY, Westchester NY, Putnam NY, Rockland NY. 











Portable Oxygen For The 
Way You Want to Live 


INOGENONE 










Includes Everything You Need To Regain Your Freedom 






Meets FAA Requirements for Travel 


Portable Oxygen That Will 
Never Weigh You Down. 


At just 2.8 Ibs, the Inogen One G4 is the ae z © a 
ultralight portable oxygen concentrator i | 
you have been waiting for. The 7 
Inogen One G4 is approximately \ 
half the size of the Inogen One G3. | 







Actual size: 
LS MVV6S sey 


a QrDE wy 
Caeastaest a =a © 2017 Inogen, Inc. 
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COMRADES 


How to submit a reunion 





The American Legion Magazine publishes 
reunion notices for veterans. Send notices 
to The American Legion Magazine, Attn: 
Reunions, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 
46206, fax (317) 630-1280, e-mail reunions@ 
legion.org or submit information via our 
website, www.legion.org/reunions. 

Include the branch of service and complete 
name of the group, no abbreviations, with your 
request. The listing also should include the 
reunion dates and city, along with a contact 
name, telephone number and e-mail address. 
Listings are publicized free of charge. 

Your notice will appear on our Web site within 
a week and will remain available online until 
the final day of your reunion. Upon submission, 
please allow three months for your reunion to 
be published in print. Due to the large number 
of reunions, The American Legion Magazine 


will publish a group’s listing only once a year. 


AIR FORCE / ARMY AIR FORCES 


2nd RSM (Darmstadt, Germany, 1949-1955), 
Branson, MO, 10/8-12, Homer Travelstead, 

(317) 730-2866, jstead@att.net; 78th Ftr Sqdn 
(Bushmaster), Las Vegas, 2/17-19, Christopher 
Davis, (702) 302-6942, bushmaster100th@gmail. 
com; Advanced Range Instrumentation 
Aircraft, Walkersville, MD, 5/4-6, Larry Lowe, (719) 
783-4095, arial@aol.com; Ramey AFB Hist Assn, 
Fort Walton Beach, FL, 4/10-14, Joyce Lanier, (309) 
698-9695, jlanier466@gmail.com; SAC ACCA, 
Bellevue, NE, 9/12-15, Norma Kathman, (402) 
250-7065, norkath@cox.net 


ARMY 


3rd Port Reunion of Army Mariners, Fort 
Eustis, VA, 5/19, Becky Brashears, (757) 566-8110, 
3rdportreunion@gmail.com; 7/17 Air Cav - 
Ruthless Riders & Palehorse, Branson, MO, 
7/25-29, Joe Wirth, (201) 485-8137, joseph.wirth@ 
yahoo.com; 11th Abn Div Assn Mid-Atl Chpt, 
11th Air Assault Div & 187th Abn RCT, Myrtle 
Beach, SC, 2/24-28, Joseph Cole, (502) 641-2631, 
j1057cole@aol.com; 70th Eng Bn (Combat) 
(Vietnam), Branson, MO, 9/12-15, Roger Rock, 
(775) 623-1029, 7Oengrs@gmail.com; 76th Eng 
Const Bn, Lebanon, TN, 4/26-29, Richard Cerone, 
(207) 647-3877; 101st Abn Div 2nd/501st E Co, 
Recon, Mortars & HQ (Vietnam), Wilmington, 
NC, 9/20-23, James Hill, (704) 310-1800, 
tomnbonnie@bellsouth.net; 127th MP Co 
(Vietnam, 1966-1972), Nashville, TN, 5/14-20, 
James Luttrell, (218) 573-3411, jalut@arvig.net; 
Counter Intelligence Veterans, Hartford/ 
Windsor, CT, 4/20-23, Stan Solin, (714) 998-1562, 
agentreport@gmail.com; D Co 1st Bn 6th Inf 
198th LIB Americal Div (Vietnam), Kansas City, 
MO, 9/13-17, Lynn Baker, (870) 253-1591, 
Idbhistory@yahoo.com; Echo Co (Recon & 
Mortars) 1/5th 1st Air Cav (Vietnam, 1969- 
1970), Myrtle Beach, SC, 5/3-6, Terry Fauquher, 
(317) 578-4791, tmfauquher@aol.com; Heli Cbt 
Support Sqdn 7, San Antonio, 5/17-19, Charlie 
Akins, (903) 330-2884, olenchas@icloud.net; OCS 
Alumni Assn, Columbus, GA, 3/25-29, Nancy 
lonoff, (813) 917-4309; OCS Class 6-65, Fort 
Benning, GA, 3/26-28, Dave Schollman, (952) 
215-6018, daveschollmanllc@aol.com 


COAST GUARD 


Campbell WPG 32/W 909, Buffalo, NY, 5/7-9, Bob 
Dell, (610) 222-4645, rbard1@verizon.net 


MARINES 


MCAA Don E. Davis Sqdn (Avn Logistics), 
Myrtle Beach, SC, 3/15-18, Wayne Miller, (973) 
441-3636, millerwayne559@gmail.com; Nat’l 
Montford Point Marine Assn, Jacksonville, NC, 
7/25-29, Ron Johnson, (504) 202-8552, www. 
montfordpointmarines.org; Wpns & Field Tng 
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Notices should be sent at least six months prior 
to the reunion to ensure timely publication. 


Other notices 


“In Search Of” is a means of getting in touch 
with people from your unit to plan a reunion. 
We do not publish listings that seek people 
for interviews, research purposes, military 
photos or help in filing a VA claim. Listings 
must include the name of the unit from which 
you seek people, the time period and the 
location, as well as a contact name, telephone 
number and e-mail address. Send notices to 
The American Legion Magazine, Attn: “In 
Search Of,” P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 
46206, fax (317) 630-1280 or e-mail reunions@ 
legion.org. 

The magazine will not publish names of 
individuals, only the name of the unit. Listings 
are published free of charge. 

Life Membership notices are published for 
Legionnaires who have been awarded life 





Bn (Edson Range) Reunion & Golf Tournament, 
Camp Pendleton, CA, 3/27-28, Justin King, (858) 
822-9886, justin.y.king@usmc.mil 


NAVY 


Andrew Jackson SSBN 619, Fort Lauderdale, FL, 


10/21-28, Jack “Doc” McAllister, (941) 493-7488, 
patiopapa37@yahoo.com; Bluefish SSN 675 & SS 
222, Myrtle Beach, NC, 4/26-29, John Wittenstrom, 
(910) 235-0191, jwittenstrom@nc.rr.com; 
Buchanan DDG 14, Kansas City, MO, 5/17-20, Lou 
Proctor, (816) 930-3384, lbproc@isotechnetworks. 
net; Dennis J. Buckley DD 808, Bremerton, WA, 
9/9-12, George Estey, (607) 656-4564, gwestey@ 
stny.rr.com; Franklin D. Roosevelt CVA 42 Crew 
(Air Grps, Flag, Special Dets), New Orleans, 5/16- 
21, Bob Siefker, (317) 289-8489, fdr@indyblue.com; 
Kearsarge CVS 33, Jacksonville, FL, 4/30-5/4, Bill 
Hollywood, (907) 225-6556, aknos@outlook.com; 
Keppler DD 765, Bermuda Cruise, NY, 5/20-27, 
Stephen Mooney, (732) 280-2949, kepplerdd765@ 
gmail.com; Lexington CV 16, San Diego, 9/17-21, 
Bob DiMonte, (850) 492-3483, usslexingtoncv16. 
org; Navy Nuclear Wpns Assn, St. Louis, 10/1-5, 
John Hawkins, (757) 620-1154, Jnawkins0549@ 
gmail.com; NMCB 40 Seabees, Odessa, TX, 
4/19-22, Debbie Lang, (432) 684-5772, dlangtex@ 
sbcglobal.net; Pyro A E1/24, Seattle, 5/16-20, Bill 
Hogan, (434) 547-8387, bhogan291@gmail.com; 
Rich DD/DDE 820, North Little Rock, AR, 5/7-11, 
Johnny Skillen, (870) 692-1173, reunion2018@ 
ussrich.org; Richard E. Kraus DD 849, Charleston, 
SC, 4/22-25, Robert Simon, (843) 734-1041, 
simondd849@yahoo.com; Taylor DD/DDE 468, 
Colorado Springs, CO, 10/7-11, James O'Neill, (804) 
212-8911, oneillfalm@aol.com; Woodrow Wilson 
SSBN/SSN 624, Tucson, AZ, 4/9-13, Melvin Cross, 
(360) 271-9830, mcross@telebyte.com 


LIFE MEMBERSHIPS 


Post 28, MI: Russell C. Andersen, Edward A. 
DeKoekkoek, Robert O. Schroeder, Phil O. Slater, 
Freddy F. Smith, Doc W. Waldie 

Post 71, MN: John W. Marshall, Wilbur G. Swanson 
Post 16, OR: Leland W. Svarverud Jr. 


IN SEARCH OF 


2nd 187th Abn Delta Co (Fort Campbell, KY, 


1959-1960), Hank Broderson, (302) 947-9029, 
henry.broderson@verizon.net 

2nd Armd Div 48th Med Bn (Fort Hood, TX, 
1959-1960), Gerard Leegwater, (952) 890-2645, 
theleegs@mchsi.com 

7th Army 3rd MTB 35th Armor (Mannheim, 
Germany, 1960-1962), William Baker, (419) 
485-9647 

110th MP Co Sentry Dog Pit (Camp Ames, 
Korea, 1968-1969), Charles Ott, (920) 336-7183, 
cottl4@new.rr.com 

295th Ord Co HQ (Hastings, NE), Det 1 
(Kearney, NE) & Det 2 (Grand Island, NE) 
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memberships by their posts. This does not 
include amember’s own Paid-Up-For-Life 
membership. Notices must be submitted 

on official forms, which may be obtained by 
sending a self-addressed stamped envelope 
to The American Legion Magazine, Attn: Life 
Memberships, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, 
IN 46206. 

“Comrades in Distress” listings must be 
approved by the Legion’s Veterans Affairs & 
Rehabilitation division. If you are seeking to verify 
an injury received during service, contact your 
Legion department service officer for informa- 
tion on how to publish a notice. 

To respond to a “Comrades in Distress” listing, 
send a letter to The American Legion Magazine, 
Attn: Comrades in Distress, P.O. Box 1055, 
Indianapolis, IN 46206. Include the listing’s CID 
number in your response. 

“Taps” notices are published only for Legion- 
naires who served as department commanders 
or national officers. 


(1984-1988), James Dilla, (240) 374-3448, 
88gobigred@gmail.com 

542nd AF Band (Craig AFB, AL, 1954-1956), 
James Thomas, kemothomas@yahoo.com 

575th Trans Co (Caserma Ederle, Vicenze, 
Italy, 1960-1970), Fred Dintino, (215) 643-7970, 
fdintino@verizon.net 

866th AC&W Sqdn (Tonopah, NV, 1960), Ronald 
“Cody” Coderre, (860) 942-7243, ron.coderre@ 
snet.net 

3615th AF Band (Craig AFB, AL, 1956-1957), 
James Thomas, kemothomas@yahoo.com 

3919th AB Sqdn (Fairford RAF/USAF AB, 
England, 1950-1960), Stan Lieberman, (610) 
363-3634, stanley.lieberman@verizon.net 

Abn Radio Operators at Base Fit, Chatteroux 
AB, France (All Yrs), Paul Lindsey, (321) 960- 
2822, pal1937@live.com 

Bravo Btry 3rd/13th Arty 25th Inf Div (Vietnam, 
1969-1970), Chuck McCloud, (708) 272-2720, 
charlesmccloud@att.net 

COMNAVFORV (ACTOV) Small Boat School 
(Saigon, Vietnam, 1969), Mike Mitchell, 
minncush@aol.com 

Det C 7th Fleet PAO (Saigon, Vietnam, 
1966-1969), Mike Schmitt, (480) 759-0007, 
msch0007@aol.com 

Essex Scottish Rgt of Canada - U.S. Veterans 
(1939-1945), Xavier Allen, born1690ad@ 
yahoo.com 

Hewitt DD 966, John Maloney, sjmaloneyO07@ 
att.net 

HQ & HQ Co 4th MTB 37th Armor Div (Fort 
Knox, KY, 1962-1963), William Baker ,(419) 
485-9647 

HQ & HQ Co 160th Eng Bn (Fort Knox, KY, 
1960-1961), Joseph Acs, (941) 792-5353, jacs@ 
tampabay.rr.com 

Philippine Sea CV 47 (Nov 1952), Michael Lee, 
(406) 443-1126, gvarnga@msn.com 

Princeton CV 37 (Jan 1953), (406) 443-1126, 
gvarnga@msn.com 

YD Repair 71 Casey J (Da Nang, Vietnam, 1970), 
Mike “Piezon” Cassesse, (203) 605-3307 


TAPS 


Isidoro Cerpa-Alicea Jr., Dept. of Puerto Rico. 
Dept. Cmdr. 1987-1989, Nat'l Exec. Cmte. Alt. 
Memb. 1981-1983, Nat’l Americanism Cncl. Vice 
Chmn. 1986-1987, Nat'l Counter-Subversive 
Activ. Cmte. Nat’l Cmdr.’s Rep. 1993-1997, Nat’ 
Exec. Cmte. Memb. 2001-2003, Nat’l Foreign 
Relations Cmsn. Nat'l Cmdr.’s Rep. 1998-1999 
and Nat'l Foreign Relations Cmsn. Liaison Cmte. 
Memb. 2001-2003. 

Louis C. Kirk, Dept. of lowa. Dept. Cmdr. 
1998-1999, Nat'l Foreign Relations Cncl. Vice 
Chmn. 2001-2013 and Nat'l Sec. Cncl. Vice Chmn. 
1999-2001. 

Wayne Mantooth, Dept. of Kentucky. Dept. 
Cmdr. 2001-2002 and Nat’! Sec. Cncl. Vice Chmn. 
1999-2008. 


HONOR HIS PAST. 


SECURE HER FUTURE. 













Including The 
' American Legion in 
¢ your estate plans is 
one of the simplest 
ways to make a 
lasting impact on 
the lives of both 
» veterans and future 









generations. 
Keeping your 
Legion membership 
current has never been easier. 


Online access and automatic 
renewal options let you 
point, click, and get back to 
serving America. 


For more information: plannedgiving@legion.org 
317.630.1229 | legion.org/plannedgiving 


EIN 90-101797 |Legal Name: American Legion Charities, Inc. 
700 N. Pennsylvania St. | PO. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206 


www.legion.org/renew 








HAT PINS « MEDALS e 
e FREE COLOR CATALOG 
e 2500+ Military Designs 
e Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines 


! Toll-free! 
ey I 10550 CO RD 81, #218 


e Custom pins & patches available. «K MAP _ GROVE, M N 55369 | 


Dealer inquires welcome. 3 SITE: www.MilitaryVetsPX.con 


HONORS CUSTOM BALL CAPS-NAVY SHIP CAPS 


by Hoover’s Mfg., 
P.O. Box 547AL, Peru, IL. = eA 
Fax: 1-81 5-223-1 499 


ee nod 2018 SILVER AMERICAN EAGLE 


= 


MESOTHELIOMA and 
LUNG CANCER PATIENTS 


Call today for your FREE, pocket-size 


ASBESTOS DISEASE 


GLOSSARY 
800-990-1650 


www.AsbestosDiseaseGlossary.com 
The AshestosLifeline, LLC 
15 Cuttermill Road, Suite 224, Great Neck, NY 11021 WIDESHOES.COM 


Sizes 5-20 in 3E-8E 


. MILITARY MEDALS = FIENNES 
i tee COLOR CA | 

) TOLL FREE TEL: 800- B64 5062 
VETS SUPPLY LINE 


oe a; 
leon tet 
Sos 





BUCKLES ¢ PATCHES. 


a -  * 





K ‘gh by fs ate . aie 
THE LEGION ON FACEBOOK) | recente ee 


WWW.LEGION.ORG/FACEBOOK 800-992-WIDE 


Hingham, MA 02043 + dept.ALI80I 
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PARTING SHOTS 





My New Year's resolution is to help all my friends 
gain 10 pounds so | look skinnier. 


A BARBER asked a boy, “How would 
you like your hair cut, buddy?” 

“Just like Daddy’s!” the boy replied. 
“And don’t forget the round hole on the 
top where his head comes through.” 





A SPEAKER was tired of interruptions. 
“We seem to have a great many fools “So you'll never be part of a royal flush. You know what? Me neither. And that’s OK.” 
here tonight,” he said. “Wouldn’t it be 
advisable to hear one at a time?” 
“You're right,” a voice from the back 
called. “Go ahead with your speech.” 


= 
Lo 


ie I 


I SAW a poster today that asked, “Have you seen 
my cat?” So I called the phone number and said 
that I haven’t. I like to help where I can. 


| 






A BILL COLLECTOR came to my house the other 
day. I handed him a stack of old bills. 


A RICH MAN’S HEIRS were upset by the claims of 
a supposed relative. They asked the family lawyer 
for an update. 

“He still insists he’s related to you, and he says 
he can prove it,” the lawyer said. 





“The man’s a fool,” one relative stated. “Everyone says they want more excitement in their lives. 
“Well,” the lawyer said, “that may be just a But uncage just one man-eating tiger...” 
coincidence.” 


A WOMAN started a job as a school counselor. 
One day at recess she noticed a girl standing alone 
on one side of a field while children played soccer 
at the other end. The counselor asked if the girl 
was all right. The girl said she was fine. 

A few minutes later, the counselor saw the girl 
standing in the same spot, still by herself. She 
called out, “Would you like me to be your friend?” 
The girl hesitated, then said, “OK.” 

Feeling she was making progress, the counselor 
asked, “Why are you standing here all alone?” 

“Because,” the girl said with great exasperation, 
“Tm the goalie!” 


A WOMAN at an upscale supermarket asked an 
employee, “Is this milk fresh?” 

“Ma’am,” the employee replied, “three hours ago 
it was grass.” 





“AMAZON IS TESTING a new service that allows 
Boia. couriers to unlock homes and leave packages 
inside. Learn more about the new service on a 


“He wants to meet our leader. Where's the cat?” . ag 
future episode of ‘Dateline.’” - Seth Meyers 
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pS. ARMED FoRc Fay Be i, UP 10 10 COINS 
| NoMa ate marae Same ol wa 
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HONORING ALL WHO SERVED Y walwlé2e heer 1/10 0z. $5 GAE 


4 ' feels Coin & Bullion Reserve announces the final release of 2,500 congres- 
sionally authorized, fully backed by the U.S. Government, completely free of dealer 
mark up, $5 Gold American Eagles at the incredible price of only $105.00 each. 


f you had $25,000 in gold in 2001 at $290 per oz you would have over $100,000 at 

today’s gold prices. Ordering now might be your last chance to own these magnificent 
government issued gold coins at this level. Due to an extremely limited supply we must 
adhere to a strict limit of ten coins per household, per lifetime, no exceptions. 


Overage orders might be cancelled and your checks returned uncashed 


Your $25,000 could be worth $125,000 in the near future 


ea 


+ 
Gold American Eagles are fully backed by the U.S. Government 


SPECIAL ARRANGEMENTS 


NOW AVAILABLE FOR ORDERS OVER $50,000 


NAT WIDE 7” 24HOURS A DAY © 7 DAYS A WEEK 
- COIN & BULLION RESERVE Vm LIT eA 
1°22 =MINIMUMORDERS COINS — |wconwermer KEY CODE: ALM-171235 


Prices subject to change due to fluctuations in gold market. Prices will remain at dealer cost. COINS ENLARGED TO SHOW DETAIL 
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WOW! Now Only 
per pair in 
lots of 2 
or more! 
om Oj Late belea) Reg. 2 for 29.95 
=t-r-e- i | 
ae ed } For ALL Waists 32 - 60! 


weysweat?!) 








High-Quality, No-Wrinkle Fabric! 


Wash) é& Wear! 


a CHANCE at 
this Low Price! 


_BIG GUYS, 
Same Low P rice es 























dele i 'ae 



















N tow <<cc o> ae 
Available In Givens 

Extr ‘ ar 10rt 
Inseams! LA Ee 





Haband*® Po Box 8, Warren, PA - 16366- 0008 
: lenclose$ 


ponenase ce: FOR MAXIMUM COMFORT, 


& only $5.99 shipping & handling for! Gene YOUR USUAL WAIST SIZE! 
my entire order. Please add applicable Waist: 32 34 36 38 40 42 44 
state & local sales tax for the following "ae Men (SAME LOW PRICE): 
tates: AZ, CO, FL, GA, MA, MN, NE, Nu, ; 
See 46 48 50 52 54 56 58 60 


Satisfaction Guaranteed or Full Refund of Inseams: XS(25-26) S(27-28) M(29-30) 
merchandise purchase price up to 90 days after receipt. L(31 -32) XL(33-3 A) 


|_] Famous Maker Set of Imported 
3 Belts! 

Even sizes. 32 to 60. 

Genuine Leather. Black & 

Brown assorted colors. 

Add Just $12 per set! 

7OR3G (31) assorted 


1 . 
What Size: CORDOVAN ii 
How Many Sets: WANG Cs 6=—Cl| ld] 


N 
oO 
Ss a ee Oo 
Mr. Mrs. Ms. 2 
Address i 
T 
| City & 2) 2 a a nS ————— C1] Discover® 
Phone/Email es 
When you pay by check, you authorize us to use information from your check to clear it electronically. Funds may be withdrawn from your 


account as soon as the same day we receive your payment, and you will not receive your check back from your financial institution. 


PY TC vw.Haband.com _ 
4 frame a ae 


1 Visa XO AmEx 
CO MC 1 Check 








